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STATE OF NEW YORK

8311

| N SENATE

May 11, 2020

Introduced by Sen. THOMAS -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Internet and Technol ogy

AN ACT to anmend the civil rights law, in relation to banning the use of
facial recognition technology in the tracking of the coronavirus
(Covl D 19)

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The civil rights lawis anmended by adding a new section
52-c to read as foll ows:

8 52-c. Use of facial recognition technology to track COVID 19 prohib-
ited. 1. It is unlawful for any person or any state agency. departnent,
or office to obtain, retain, access or use facial recognition technol ogy
to track persons infected with or exposed to the novel coronavirus
(CovI D-19).

2. For the purposes of this section, "facial recognition technol ogy"
neans the autonmated or seni-autonated process by which a person is iden-
tified or attenpted to be identified based on the characteristics of
their face, including identification of known or unknown individuals or
gr oups.

3. Werever there shall be a violation of this section, an application
my be nade by the attorney general in the nane of the people of the
state of New York to a court or justice having jurisdiction to issue an
injunction, and upon notice to the defendant of not |less than five days,
to enjoin and restrain the continuance of such violations; and if it
shall appear to the satisfaction of the court or justice, that the
defendant has, in fact, violated this section an injunction nay be
i ssued by such court or justice enjoining and restraining any further
violation, wthout requiring proof that any person has, in fact, been
injured or damaged thereby. In any such proceeding, the court may nake
allowances to the attorney general as provided in paragraph six of
subdi vision (a) of section eighty-three hundred three of the civil prac-
tice law and rules, and direct restitution. Wenever the court shal
deternmine that a violation of this section has occurred, the court nay
inpose a civil penalty of not nore than five thousand dollars. In

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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connection wth

any such proposed application,

2

the attorney general is

aut horized to take proof and neke a determination of the relevant facts

and

to

i ssue

subpoenas

in accordance with the civil

practice | aw and

rul es.

§ 2. This act shal

take effect i mediately.



