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STATE OF NEW YORK

8247

| N SENATE

April 27, 2020

Introduced by Sen. KAM NSKY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to wusing supple-
mental nutrition assistance program benefits to purchase online
groceries and to the state supplenental nutrition assistance program
outreach program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph a of subdivision 7 of section
95 of the social services |law, as separately anmended by chapter 41 and
section 3 of part A of chapter 57 of the |aws of 2012, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(i) May be redeened for SNAP benefits at designated redenption centers
by the recipient or by an authorized representative. Wen an eligible
reci pient under this section is issued SNAP benefits, such SNAP benefits
may be used to purchase food itens froma food distributor by the recip-
ient or by an authorized representative. Recipients shall be able to
use SNAP benefits to purchase groceries from eligible online grocery
retailers and to have groceries delivered pursuant to federal |aws and
regul ati ons. The departnent shall enter into an agreement wth any
online grocery retailer that is eligible to participate in the federa
SNAP Online Purchasing Pilot program or subsequent prograns. Any other
transfer or sale of authorizations to participate or SNAP benefits shal
constitute an unauthorized use of said authorizations or benefits;

8 2. Section 95-a of the social services |law, as added by chapter 546
of the laws of 1978, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 95-a. State [food—stanp] supplenental nutrition assistance program
outreach program 1. In accordance with federal requirenents and to
the extent that federal matching funds are available, the departnent
shal | devel op and inplement an outreach plan to inform | owincome house-
holds potentially eligible to receive [{foed—stanps] supplenental nutri-
tion assistance program benefits of the availability and benefits of the
program _including information on the federal SNAP Online Purchasing
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Pilot program or subsequent prograns, and to encourage the participation
of eligible households that wish to participate.

2. I n devel opi ng and i npl enenting such a plan the departnment and/or
its local districts are authorized and enpowered, subject to the
approval of the director of the budget and provided that federal aid is
avail able therefor, to enter into contractual agreements wth public
and/or private organizations to develop and inplenent |ocal, regional
and statew de outreach prograns.

3. Each conmi ssioner of social services shall develop and submt to
the departnment on an annual basis for its approval, a local outreach
pl an governing the use of |ocal social services personnel and services
provided by federally funded and other agencies and organi zations to
informpotentially eligible households of the availability and benefits
of the program and to encourage and facilitate the participation of
el i gi bl e househol ds. The departnent shall provide conm ssioners of
social services wth technical assistance as needed to carry out the
provi sions of this subdivision.

4. As part of each local outreach plan, social services officials
shall take all steps necessary to naintain a supply of information I|eaf-
lets in public buildings, including but not Iimted to |ocal unenploy-
ment i nsurance and enpl oynent services offices of the departnent of
| abor, institutions and facilities under the supervision or control of
the department of health, food stores, union halls, community centers
and | ocal agencies providing services to the elderly to help insure that
eligible persons are informed of the [feed—stanp] supplenental nutrition
assi stance program

5. The departnent shall periodically distribute to all newspapers, and
to television and radio stations throughout the state, public service
announcenents describing the [feed—stanp] supplenental nutrition assist-
ance program including the toll-free tel ephone nunbers for [feed—stanp]
suppl enental nutrition assistance programinformation, and shall pronpt-
Iy informsuch nmedia of significant changes in the program affecting
eligibility requirenents and/or the anmount of the [feed—stanp] supple-
nental nutrition assistance program bonus.

6. The departnment shall establish procedures in cooperation with the
i ndustrial conmm ssioner of the departnment of |abor to ensure that infor-
mational |eaflets about the [feed—stanp] supplenental nutrition assist-
ance programare sent to each local enploynent services office for
distribution pursuant to section five hundred [ard] forty of the |abor
law. Each leaflet shall include but not be [imted to: the phone nunber
for the New York State [feed—starp] supplenental nutrition assistance
hotline, estimated maxinmumincome eligibility |evels by household size
for participation in the [feed—stanp] supplenental nutrition assistance
program and the availability of local social services departnents to
provi de additional information about the program

7. In accordance with applicable federal laws, rules and regulations
the departnent shall make avail abl e appropriate bilingual materials so
that potentially eligible non English speaking individuals my be
informed about the [#feed—stanp] supplenental nutrition assistance

program

8. The departnment shall promulgate rules and regulations, and take
all other actions necessary for the effective inplenentation of this
secti on.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



