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STATE OF NEW YORK

7826

| N SENATE

February 25, 2020

I ntroduced by Sen. CARLUCCI -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Budget and Revenue

AN ACT to anmend the tax law, in relation to establishing a |egal
services veterans tax credit for attorneys who performcertain civil
cases and services for veterans and di sabl ed veterans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 210-B of the tax law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 55 to read as foll ows:

55. lLegal services veterans tax credit. (a) CGeneral. A taxpayer shal
be allowed a credit, to be conputed as provided in this subdivision
against the tax inposed by this article for any attorney who perforns a
mninum of fifty hours of pro bono legal services for civil cases to a
veteran or disabled veteran during a taxable year. Such services shal
include, but not be limted to, veteran's benefits and appeals, nilitary
di scharges and upgrades, public benefits, evictions and foreclosures,
and consuner debt issues.

(b) Anpunt of credit. A credit authorized by this section shall not
exceed one thousand five hundred dollars annually.

(c) Carryovers. The credit allowed wunder this subdivision may be
clained and if not fully used in the initial year for which the credit
is clained may be carried over, in order, to each of the ten succeeding
taxabl e years. The credit authorized by this subdivision nmay not be used
to reduce the tax liability of the credit clainmant bel ow zero.

(d) Definitions. As used in this subdivision, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(i) "Veteran" shall have the sanme neaning as set forth in section
eighty-five of the civil service |aw

(ii) "Disabled veteran" shall have the sane nmeaning as set forth in
section eighty-five of the civil service |aw

8§ 2. Subparagraph (B) of paragraph 1 of subsection (i) of section 606
of the tax law is anended by adding a new clause (xlvi) to read as
foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(xlvi) lLegal services veterans tax Anmount of credit under subdivision

credit under subsection (kkk) fifty-five of section two

hundred ten-B

8§ 3. Section 606 of the tax law is anended by addi ng a new subsection
(kkk) to read as foll ows:

(kkk) lLegal services veterans tax credit. (1) General. A taxpayer
shall be allowed a credit, to be conputed as provided in this
subsection, against the tax inposed by this article for any attorney who
performs a mnimumof fifty hours of pro bono legal services for civil
cases to a veteran or disabled veteran during a taxable year. Such
services shall include, but not be limted to, veteran's benefits and
appeals, mlitary discharges and upgrades, public benefits, evictions
and forecl osures, and consuner debt issues.

(2) Amount of credit. A credit authorized by this subsection shall not
exceed one thousand five hundred dollars annually.

(3) Carryovers. The credit allowed under this subsection my be
clained and if not fully used in the initial year for which the credit
is clained nay be carried over, in order, to each of the ten succeeding
taxable years. The credit authorized by this subsection nay not be used
to reduce the tax liability of the credit clainmant bel ow zero.

(4) Definitions. As used in this subsection, the follow ng terns shal
have the follow ng nmeanings:

(i) "Veteran" shall have the sane neaning as set forth in section
eighty-five of the civil service |aw.

(ii) "Disabled veteran" shall have the sane neaning as set forth in
section eighty-five of the civil service |law

8 4. The attorney general shall pronulgate any necessary rules and
regul ations that define which civil cases and services qualify for the
credit, as well as procedures for the screening and review of hour
subm ssions by attorneys. The comm ssioner of taxation and finance
shal | pronul gate any necessary rules and regul ations pertaining to the
subm ssion of qualifying hours by attorneys.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to taxable
years beginning on or after January 1, 2020.




