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STATE OF NEW YORK

7379

| N SENATE

January 22, 2020

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anmend the public officers law, in relation to providing press
access to open neetings of an agency or authority

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of the public officers law is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 4 to read as fol |l ows:

4. "Professional journalist" neans one who, for gain or livelihood, is
engaged in gathering, preparing. collecting, witing, editing, filmng.
tapi ng or phot ographing of news intended for a newspaper. magazi ne, news
agency, press association or wire service or other professional nedium
or _agency which has as one of its regular functions the processing and
researching of news intended for dissemnation to the public; such
person shall be soneone performing such function either as a regular
enpl oyee or as one otherw se professionally affiliated for gain or live-
li hood with such nedi um of conmmuni cati on.

8 2. The public officers law is anended by adding a new section 103-a
to read as foll ows:

8 103-a. Press access. (pen neetings of an agency or authority, except
for executive sessions as provided for in this article, shall be open
and accessible to professional journalists and nenbers of the press. No
policies or rules nay be adopted restricting such access.

8§ 3. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 104 of the public officers Iaw,
as anmended by chapter 302 of the |aws of 2016, are anended and a new
subdivision 7 is added to read as foll ows:

1. Public notice of the tinme and place of a neeting schedul ed at | east
one week prior thereto shall be given or electronically transmtted to
the news nedia and |ocal governnents and shall be conspicuously posted
in one or nore designated public locations at |east [sewenty—tws] nine-
ty-six hours or four business days before such neeting, whichever is

greater.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. Public notice of the tinme and place of every other neeting shall be
given or electronically transnitted, to the extent practicable, to the
news nedia and local governnents and shall be conspicuously posted in
one or nore designated public |l ocations at a reasonable time prior ther-
et o.

7. A draft agenda for any public neeting shall be conspicuously posted
to the agency's website no later than twenty-four hours before any neet-
ing scheduled in accordance with subdivision one or two of this section

8 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




