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STATE OF NEW YORK

7240

| N SENATE

January 13, 2020

Introduced by Sen. KAPLAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to prohibiting
publishers fromlimting the nunber of copies of e-books avail abl e at
public libraries

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by addi ng a new section
338 to read as foll ows:

8 338. E-books. 1. For the purposes of this section, the follow ng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

a. "E-book" shall nean a book published in or converted to digital
format for display on a conputer screen or handheld el ectronic device.

b. "Public library" shall nean a library, other than a professional or
technical library, established for free public purposes by official
action of a municipality or district or the legislature, where the whole
interests belong to the public, or any other library maintained for the
benefit and free use on equal terns of all the people of the community
in which such library is | ocated.

2. No person, partnership, limted partnership, unincorporated joint-
stock association, or corporation publishing a book for sale in New York
state in an e-book format shall, in any way, limt the nunber of copies
of such e-book which may be made available for rental at any public
library in New York state.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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