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STATE OF NEW YORK

7008

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2020

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the highway law, in relation to the use of pollinator
friendly plant species in nmedians al ong the hi ghways of the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that the planting
of pollinator friendly plant species in nedians along the highways of
this state is consistent with the state goal of beautifying the |and-
scape al ong such hi ghways. Therefore, it is the intent of the |egisla-
ture to encourage the use of pollinator friendly plant species by the
state and its political subdivisions in designing, developing and nmain-
tai ni ng such nedi ans whenever safe and feasible.

8 2. The highway | aw is anended by adding a new section 19-a to read
as follows:

8§ 19-a. Pollinator friendly plant species; nedians. 1. For purposes of
this section the following ternms shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

a. "pollinator friendly plant species" shall nmean plants native to the
state, conposed of a variety of nectar and pollen-rich flowers wth a
wide range and variety of shapes, sizes, and colors that bl ossom at
various tinmes throughout the year. The term"pollinator friendly plant
speci es" shall not include nodern plant hybrids; and

b. "political subdivision”" shall nean a county, town, city or village
of the state.
2. The conmi ssioner shall, in cooperation with the departnent of envi-

ronnental conservation, develop policies and procedures to encourage,
train and assist the state and political subdivisions to use pollinator
friendly plant species in nedians al ong hi ghways.

3. The commi ssioner shall devel op policies and procedures for mow ng
hi ghways that wll, wherever feasible and consistent with standards of
safety for notor vehicle operators, cyclists, and pedestrians, reduce
the anpunt of area within a highway nedian that is nowed.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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4. The commissioner shall develop policies and procedures for the
adopt - a- hi ghway programto all ow vol unteer groups, businesses., organiza-
tions, and individuals to voluntarily adopt nedians and redevelop and
rehabilitate them into nedians populated by pollinator friendly plant
speci es.

5. A political subdivision may, with the approval of the conm ssioner
designate portions of nedians within its boundary for voluntary beauti -
fication by volunteer groups, businesses, organizations, and individ-
uals. Such voluntary beautification shall be consistent with the poli-
cies and procedures developed by the conmissioner and the use of
pollinator friendly plant species set forth in this section

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such date.




