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STATE OF NEW YORK

6784

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Cct ober 18, 2019

Introduced by Sen. THOWAS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring cable
tel evision conpani es and tel ephone corporations to provide |ocal news
programni ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds that it
is vital to the public health, safety and welfare that residents be
informed about news and weather events and their inpacts on their |oca
conmmunities; and that to further this inportant government purpose every
cable television conpany and telephone corporation providing cable
service to customers in New York shall nake available to every subscrib-
er a source of local information affecting their conmunity; and that
this purpose is best served by a content neutral requirenent that every
cable television conpany or provider of cable service shall carry a
| ocal news channel pursuant to this act.

8§ 2. Subdivision 13 of section 215 of the public service |law, as added
by chapter 83 of the |aws of 1995, is anended and a new subdivision 14
is added to read as foll ows:

13. Encourage and cooperate w th other state agencies that collect
information from cabl e tel evision conpani es serving fewer than one thou-
sand subscribers to elimnate duplicative reporting requirenents[—].

14. Wthin sixty days of the effective date of the chapter of the |aws
of two thousand nineteen that added this subdivision, to the extent
permtted by, and not contrary to applicable federal |aw and rules and
regul ati ons, issue such rules and regulations it deens appropriate, if
any, to effectuate the purpose of the chapter of the |laws of two thou-
sand nineteen that added this subdivision, including the hours and dura-
tion of such progranm ng based on the size of the cable television
conpany or telephone corporation and its affiliates, the size of its

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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market, the size of its coverage area, the nunber of its subscribers,
and/or the nunber of its channels in the rel evant coverage area.

§ 3. Section 224 of the public service law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 4-a to read as foll ows:

4-a. (a) Every cable television conpany and tel ephone corporation, as
defined in subdivision seventeen of section two of this chapter, that

provi des cable service to custoners in New York shall provide a loca
news channel to such custoners.
(b) As used in this section., "local news channel" shall nean a channe

which is dedicated to the category of |locally produced progranm ng,
including but not limted to, news, weather and public affairs program
mng primarily covering the total geographic coverage area of the cable
tel evi sion conpany or tel ephone corporation.

(c) Such local news channel progranmming shall consist primarily of
i ndependently locally produced programming and shall not be a dupli-
cation or rebroadcast of a local news channel produced and carried by
another cable television conpany or telephone corporation providing
cable service to custoners in New York covering all or a significant
portion of the geographic coverage area of the cable television conpany
or tel ephone corporation. Nothing herein shall be deened to prevent a
cable television conpany or tel ephone corporation fromalso carrying one
or nore additional channels which are a duplication or rebroadcast of a
|l ocal news channel carried by another cable television conpany or tele-
phone corporation or fromrebroadcasting progranm ng carried by another
cabl e tel evision conpany or tel ephone corporation.

(d) A local news channel shall be included in the basic service tier
offered by the cable television conpany or tel ephone corporation.

(e) Nothing herein shall be construed to be a prohibition of or |im-
tation on progranmng as described in section two hundred twenty-nine of
this article.

8 4. On or before the first day of Decenber two thousand twenty-one,
the chairman of the public service conmi ssion shall study and report to
the governor, the tenmporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly on conpliance by cable tel evision conpani es and tel ephone
corporations with the requirenents of subdivision 4-a of section 224 of
the public service law as added by this chapter and shall consider
eval uate and report recomendations regarding such.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
section three of this act shall take effect one year after this act
shall have becone a law for any cable television conpany or telephone
corporation not providing a |local news channel as of COctober 15, 2019.




