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STATE OF NEW YORK

6473

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 12, 2019

Introduced by Sen. GAUGHRAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to amend the village law, in relation to incorporation of
villages; relating to directing a nunicipal re-organization study; and
providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2-208 of the village law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. The provisions contained in this section shall be suspended unti
July 1, 2021

8§ 2. Municipal re-organization study. 1. The departnment of state is
her eby aut horized and directed to conduct a study on the existing |aws
and regulations regarding the incorporation, merger, and dissol ution of
muni ci palities for the purpose of naking recomendati ons of anmendnents
to said laws or regulations in order to better serve the needs of resi-
dents. For the purpose of this study, nunicipality shall nmean towns and
vil | ages.

2. The study shall focus on the causes and consequences of the incor-
poration, merger, and dissolution of nmunicipalities. (a) Wen exanining
causes, the department shall consider, but not be limted to (i) examn-
ing how often the process to dissolve, nerge, or incorporate a munici-
pality is initiated and either succeeds or fails, (ii) the fiscal and
economi ¢ conditions present in nmunicipalities where a process to nerge
or dissolve was initiated, and the fiscal and econonic conditions of the
areas of existing municipalities where the process to incorporate part
of them into a new nunicipality was initiated, (iii) the social and
denographi ¢ conditions of the populations of municipalities where the
process to nerge, dissolve, or incorporate a new municipality was initi-
ated, including how any difference between populations affected the
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initiation of the process to incorporate, merge, or dissolve a nmunici-
pality.

(b) Wen exanining the consequences, the departnent of state shal
consider, but not be limted to (i) examning the effects to property
taxes and municipal revenue from successful incorporations, nergers, or
di ssolutions of municipalities, including effects on |ocal governments
collocated with the affected nunicipalities, including school districts,
library districts, sewer districts, and any other special taxing
districts, (ii) the effect on the delivery of public services to the
residents of the nunicipalities affected by incorporations, mergers, or
di ssolutions of municipalities, and (iii) the effects on the econonic
conditions of the nunicipalities affected by an incorporation, merger
or dissolution of a nunicipality.

3. To the maxi mum extent feasible, the departnment of state shall be
entitled to request and receive and shall utilize and be provided with
such facilities, resources and data of any departnent, division, board,
bureau, conmi ssion or agency of the state as it may reasonably request
to properly carry out its responsibilities pursuant to this act.

4. The department of state shall consult with the office of the state
conptroller, associations representing towns and villages, and | ocal
el ected officials, when considering and devel oping the recomendations
of amendnments to existing |aws and regul ati ons governi ng the incorpo-
ration, nmerger, and dissolution of municipalities.

5. The departnent of state shall within one year of the effective date
of this act submt a report of the findings, conclusions and reconmrenda-
tion of amendments fromthe study to the governor, the speaker of the
assenbly, the tenmporary president of the senate, the chairs of the
senate finance comrittee and the assenbly ways and neans comrittee, and
the chairs of the senate and assenbly | ocal governnent conmttees.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect i mediately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall apply to any petitions for incorporation
submtted pursuant to section 2-202 of the village law and currently
pendi ng wi thout final disposition on or after January 1, 2019; and
provided, further, that this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed on
and after July 1, 2021.



