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STATE OF NEW YORK
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Cal . No. 1083

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 16, 2019

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation -- reported
favorably fromsaid conmittee, ordered to first and second report,
ordered to a third reading, anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining
its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT aut horizing the conmm ssioner of transportation to conduct a
conmprehensi ve study on designation of private roads on the University
at Buffalo North Canpus and public roads in the town of Amherst for
t he purposes of autononous vehicle technol ogy testing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |Ilegislature recognizes that the
safety and nobility of all citizens is of utnmpbst concern to the State.
That aut ononous vehicl e technol ogy possesses the capability of increas-
ing pedestrian and passenger safety, reduce traffic and congestion and
i mprove the novenent of goods and services across the state. That the
majority of nmotor vehicle accidents are due to human error and auton-
onous vehi cl e technol ogy may possess the ability to elimnate sone of
these notor vehicle accidents. That autononous vehicle technology is
unproven and requires greater testing and the State of New York is a
testbed for innovation that bal ances the safety and needs of its public
agai nst the need for technol ogi cal advancenent.

The |l egislature al so recogni zes that the University at Buffalo has the
| egal authority to test autononpus vehicle technology on certain roads
that have been determined to be private and therefore not under the
jurisdiction of the New York State Departnment of Mtor Vehicles for
aut ononous vehicle technology testing approval. In addition to testing
on these private roads, University at Buffalo may also test autononobus
vehicle technology in its parking lots, which are defined separately in
the law, and also are outside of New York State Department of Motor
Vehi cl es jurisdiction.
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In order to increase the routes available on the University at Buffalo
North Canpus for autononmous vehicle technology testing the New York
State Departnment of Transportation has the knowl edge and expertise to
review traffic flow on the roadways within the University at Buffalo
North Canpus to identify roads that could be deened private without
impacting existing traffic conditions in and around the University at
Buf fal o North Canpus.

§ 2. For the purposes of this act, the term "autononous vehicle tech-
nol ogy” shall mean the hardware and software that are collectively capa-
ble of performng part or all of the dynam c driving task on a sustained
basis, and the term"dynanic driving task” shall mean all of the real-
time operational and tactical functions required to operate a vehicle in
on-road traffic, excluding the strategic functions such as trip schedul -
ing and sel ection of destinations and waypoi nts.

8 3. The departnent of transportation shall undertake a conprehensive
study on designation of roads on the University at Buffalo North Canpus
and in the town of Anmherst for the purposes of autononous vehicle tech-
nol ogy testing. The scope of this study shall include:

1. The creation of three testing zones in the town of Amherst, in
which the departnment shall publish regulations relating to testing and
safety:

(a) Zone one--Flint Road between Service Center Road and John Janes
Audubon Parkway; John Janes Audubon Parkway between Flint Road and
Service Center Road on the University at Buffal o Canpus;

(b) Zone two--Flint Road Loop; Augsberger Road between Putnam Wy
North, and Hadley Road; Putnam Way North between Hadl ey Road and Augs-
berger Road; Hadl ey Road between Augsberger Road and Put nam Way Nort h;

(c) Zone three--John Janes Audubon Parkway Northbound between Flint
Road and Lee Road; John Janmes Audubon Parkway Sout hbound, between Lee
Road and Flint Road; Lee Road between John Janes Audubon Parkway and
Wiite Drive;, Wiite Drive between Lee Road and Hami|lton Road; and Ham | -
ton Road from John Janmes Audubon Parkway to Putnam Road North

2. Authority of the Erie County Sheriff, University at Buffalo Canpus
Poli ce, and Town of Anherst Police to supervise autononous vehicle tech-
nol ogy testing;

3. Allowing for installation of smart sensors and necessary technol ogy
to inpl enent autononous vehicle technol ogy testing; and

4. Determining insurance requirenents for fleets during testing in
line with current requirenments prescribed in the vehicle and traffic
| aw.

8 4. The departnent of transportation shall nake a report to the
governor and the legislature of its findings, conclusions and reconmen-
dations no later than six nonths after the effective date of this act
and shall pronul gate the necessary regulations relating to section three
of this act no later than ninety days after delivering its report.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect immedi ately.



