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STATE OF NEW YORK

6052

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 16, 2019

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT aut horizing the conmissioner of transportation to conduct a
conpr ehensi ve study on designation of private roads on the University
at Buffalo North Canpus for the purposes of autononobus vehicle tech-
nol ogy testing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |legislature recognizes that the
safety and nobility of all citizens is of utnpbst concern to the State.
That aut ononous vehicl e technol ogy possesses the capability of increas-
ing pedestrian and passenger safety, reduce traffic and congestion and
i nprove the novenent of goods and services across the state. That the
majority of motor vehicle accidents are due to human error and auton-
onous vehi cl e technol ogy may possess the ability to elimnate sone of
these nmotor vehicle accidents. That autononous vehicle technology is
unproven and requires greater testing and the State of New York is a
testbed for innovation that bal ances the safety and needs of its public
agai nst the need for technol ogi cal advancenent.

The |l egislature also recogni zes that the University at Buffalo has the
| egal authority to test autononous vehicle technology on certain roads
that have been determined to be private and therefore not under the
jurisdiction of the New York State Departnment of Mtor Vehicles for
aut ononous vehicle technology testing approval. In addition to testing
on these private roads, University at Buffalo may al so test autononous
vehicle technology in its parking lots, which are defined separately in
the law, and al so are outside of New York State Departrment of Mtor
Vehi cl es jurisdiction.

In order to increase the routes available on the University at Buffalo
North Canpus for autononmous vehicle technology testing the New York
State Departnment of Transportation has the knowl edge and expertise to
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review traffic flow on the roadways within the University at Buffalo
North Canpus to identify roads that could be deened private without
impacting existing traffic conditions in and around the University at
Buf fal o North Canpus.

8 2. For the purposes of this act, the term "autononous vehicle tech-
nol ogy" shall mean the hardware and software that are collectively capa-
ble of perfornming part or all of the dynamic driving task on a sustai ned
basis, and the term"dynami c driving task" shall nean all of the real-
time operational and tactical functions required to operate a vehicle in
on-road traffic, excluding the strategic functions such as trip schedul -
ing and sel ection of destinations and waypoints.

8 3. The departnent of transportation shall undertake a conprehensive
study on designation of private roads on the University at Buffalo North
Canpus for the purposes of autononous vehicle technology testing. The
scope of this study shall include:

1. Review of existing traffic patterns in and around the University at
Buf fal o North Canpus;

2. Determnation of the nobility needs of the University at Buffalo
students, faculty and staff;

3. Recommendations for which roads within the University at Buffalo
North Canpus would provide the greatest benefit to autononous vehicle
technol ogy testing and cause the least effect on existing traffic
patterns in and around the University at Buffalo North Campus; and

4. Methodol ogy to transfer recomrended roads to private roads.

8 4. The departnent of transportation shall nake a report to the
governor and the legislature of its findings, conclusions and reconmen-
dations no later than one year after the effective date of this act and
shall submit with this report such legislative proposals as it deens
necessary to inplenent its recomendati ons.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



