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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 9, 2019

Introduced by Sens. KENNEDY, BRESLIN, SEPULVEDA -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coomitted to the Committee on
Soci al Servi ces

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring child
protective services to docunent home visits w th photographs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as "Marchella
Pierce's Law'

§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 421 of the social services law, as
anmended by chapter 718 of the |aws of 1986, paragraph (a) as anended by
chapter 110 of the laws of 1989 and the closing paragraph as anended by
chapter 320 of the laws of 1990, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. promulgate regulations setting forth requirenents for the perform
ance by local social services departments of the duties and powers
i mposed and conferred upon themby the provisions of this title and of

article ten of the famly court act. Such regulations shall establish
uniform requirenments for the investigation of reports of child abuse or
mal treatment under this title. The departnent shall also issue guide-

Iines which shall set forth the circunstances or conditions under which

(a) personal contact shall be nmade with the child naned in the report
and any other children in the same household, including interviewng
such child or children absent the subject of the report whenever possi-
bl e and appropri ate;

(b) phot ographs of visible physical injuries or trauma of children who
may be the victins of abuse or maltreatnent shall be taken or arranged
for;

(c) medical examination of a child who nmay be a victimof abuse or
mal treat ment and documentation of findings of such examination, shall be
required.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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The departnent shall pronul gate regulations to establish standards for
intervention, criteria for <case «closings, criteria for determning
whether or not to initiate a child protective proceeding, and criteria
for the formulation of treatnent plans and for the delivery of child
protective services including specification of the services to be clas-
sified as child protective services, which shall also apply to any soci-
ety for the prevention of cruelty to children which has entered into a
currently wvalid contract with a | ocal department of social services to
i nvestigate child abuse or maltreatnment reports. The department shal
promul gate regul ations establishing mninum standards and practices for
the delivery of child protective services in connection with nonitoring
and supervising respondents and their famlies as ordered by a famly
court pursuant to section ten hundred thirty-nine and paragraphs (i),
(iii), (iv) and (v) of subdivision (a) of section ten hundred fifty-two
of the family court act. The departnent shall require that every case-
worker, child protective services enployee or any person acting pursuant
to a contract for services with a [ocal social services departnent who
has contact with a child as part of a treatnment plan or supervision and
nonitoring, docunent each such contact with a photograph taken of the
child during such visit or contact. Such photograph shall be part of the
confidential case record for such child and shall be subject to periodic
review by the supervisor of the case. Such photograph nust be of suffi-
cient quality to clearly identify the child, and contain accurate data
with regard to the time and date of the photograph. Were the parent or
legal guardian of the child objects to the caseworker taking a photo-
graph of the child during the visit, the caseworker shall provide a
form supplied by the caseworker's agency of enploynent, stating that
the caseworker conducted the visit with the child and verified the well
being of the <child. Such formshall be signed and dated by both the
child's parent or legal guardian and the caseworker at each visit where
a photograph is not taken. Such regul ations shall also require |ocal
child protective services to conply with notification requirenents of
the famly court act in connection with such nonitoring and supervisory
responsibilities.

8 3. Section 372 of the social services law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 4-c to read as foll ows:

4-c. The records mamintained pursuant to this section by any casework-
er, child protective services enployee or authorized agency as defined
in section three hundred seventy-one of this title who has contact wth
a foster child as part of a treatnent plan or supervision and nonitor-
ing, shall docunent each such contact with a photograph taken of the
child during such visit or contact consistent with the requirenents set
forth in subdivision three of section four hundred twenty-one of this
article.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




