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STATE OF NEW YORK

5696

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 13, 2019

Introduced by Sens. METZCGER, MAY, CGALLIVAN, BIAGE -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Ener gy and Tel ecommuni cati ons

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the public
servi ce conmmi ssion review ng broadband and fiber optic services within
the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |legislature hereby finds and
decl ares that large portions of the state do not have access to broad-
band services, particularly fiber optic service. This has nmade the tele-
communi cati ons marketplace |ess conpetitive, and has been a partia
cause of deteriorated service for custonmers and users of regulated tele-
phoni ¢ and tel ecommuni cations services. Wthout access to broadband
services, schools, businesses, famlies, and healthcare facilities are
not able to access vital technologies. This in turn has had substantial
negative economic and social inmpacts, particularly in rural and other
under served comunities.

8§ 2. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 224-c
to read as foll ows:

8 224-c. Broadband and fiber optic services. 1. The comni ssion shal
deternmine, within six nonths of the effective date of this section, the
status of broadband and fiber optic services in New York state. The
conm ssion shall identify communities without access to broadband and
fiber optic services, comunities in which insufficient telecomuni-
cations service has caused social or econonic inpacts, communities where
|l ocal franchises have not been conplied with, and conmunities in which
the conmission believes such broadband and/or fiber optic service is
necessary for the successful inplenentation of commission policies on
conpetition, affordable, and adequate service.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. The commission shall, within six nonths of the conpletion of the
determination of broadband and fiber optic services in New York state
pursuant to subdivision one of this section., require and set conpletion
dates for the construction or installation of broadband and fiber optic
services by an internet service provider in comunities in which broad-
band and fiber optic services are determined to be absent, insufficient,
or inadequate, so as to ensure the availability of broadband and fiber
optic services to the greatest nunber of New York state residents possi-
bl e.

§ 3. The article heading of article 11 of the public service |law, as
added by chapter 83 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

PROVI S| ONS RELATI NG TO CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANI ES
AND | NTERNET SERVI CE PROVI DERS

8§ 4. Section 212 of the public service law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. "Internet service provider" shall nean any person, business or
organi zation qualified to do business in this state that provides indi-
viduals, corporations, or other entities with the ability to connect to
the internet.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




