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STATE OF NEW YORK

5587

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 8, 2019

Introduced by Sen. SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT establishing the Safe and Heal thy Homes Commi ssion to eval uate
how t he adninistration and enforcement of the New York State Uniform
Fire Prevention and Building Code can be enhanced or assisted by the
State Legislature and any agency of New York State; and providing for
t he repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A conm ssion, to be known as the Safe and Healthy Hones
Commission, 1is hereby created to evaluate how the adm nistrati on and
enforcenment of the New York State UniformFire Prevention and Building
Code, hereinafter referred to as the "Uniform Code", can be enhanced or
assisted by the State Legislature and any agency of New York State

8§ 2. The conmi ssion shall be conposed of ten nmenbers, appointed as
follows: two nenbers shall be appointed by the governor; two nenbers
shal | be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; two nenbers shall be
appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly; two nenbers shall be
appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate; and tw nenbers
shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate. The conmi ssion
shall be chaired by a person chosen by a majority vote at the first
meeting of the conmi ssion. The vice-chairperson of the conm ssion shal
be appointed by the chairperson. Vacancies in the nenbership of the
comm ssion shall be filled in the manner provided for original appoint-
ments.

8§ 3. The conm ssion shall be nmade up of at |east one nenber wth an
extensive background in the inspection of comrercial and residential
properties pursuant to the Uniform Code, at |east one nenber wth an
extensive background in fire prevention and safety, at |east one attor-
ney or retired judge with extensive experience in the adjudication of
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code violations, and at |east one engi neer who specializes in building
safety.

8 4. The menbers of the conmmi ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses

incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder. To the nmaxi mum
extent feasible, the comm ssion shall be entitled to request and receive
and shall utilize and be provided with such facilities, resources, and

data of any court, departnent, division, board, bureau, conm ssion, or
agency of the state or any political subdivision thereof as it deens
necessary or desirable to carry out properly its powers and duties here-
under .

8 5. For the acconplishnent of its purposes, the conmission shall be
aut hori zed and enpowered to undertake any studies, inquiries, surveys or
analyses it may deemrelevant in cooperation with or by agreement with
any other public or private agency. The conmm ssion shall neet and hold
public hearings or private neetings within or without the state, and
shall have all the powers of a legislative comrittee pursuant to the
| egislative | aw.

8 6. The comm ssion shall report its findings, conclusions and recom
mendations to the governor and the legislature no later than one year
after the effective date of this act.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed two years after such date.



