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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 7, 2019

Introduced by Sen. MONTGOVERY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Children and Families

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the admnis-
tration of the statewide central register of child abuse and maltreat-
ment

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 422 of the social
services |law, as anmended by chapter 357 of the laws of 2014, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(a) The central register shall be capable of receiving tel ephone calls
alleging child abuse or nmaltreatnent and of inmediately identifying
prior reports of child abuse or naltreatnment and capable of nonitoring
the provision of child protective service twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week. To effectuate this purpose, but subject to the provisions
of the appropriate local plan for the provision of «child protective
services, there shall be a single statew de tel ephone nunber that al
persons, whether mandated by the law or not, may use to make telephone
calls alleging child abuse or naltreatnment and that all persons so
authorized by this title may use for determning the existence of prior
reports in order to evaluate the condition or circunstances of a child.
In addition to the single statew de tel ephone nunber, there shall be a
special wunlisted express telephone nunber and a telephone facsinmle
nunber for use only by persons mandated by |law to make tel ephone calls,
or to transmt telephone facsinmile information on a form provided by the
comm ssioner of «children and fanmily services, alleging child abuse or
mal treatnment, and for use by all persons so authorized by this title for
determ ning the exi stence of prior reports in order to evaluate the
condition or circunstances of a child. Wen any allegations contained in
such tel ephone calls could reasonably constitute a report of child abuse
or maltreatnment, such allegations, the caller's nane, contact inform-
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tion, and any previous reports to the central registry involving the
subject of such report or children named in such report, including any
previous report containing allegations of child abuse and naltreatnent
alleged to have occurred in other counties and districts in New York
state shall be immediately transmtted orally or electronically by the
office of <children and famly services to the appropriate local child
protective service for investigation. The inability of the person call-
ing the register to identify the alleged perpetrator shall, in no
circunmstance, constitute the sole cause for the register to reject such
allegation or fail to transmt such allegation for investigation. If the
records indicate a previous report concerning a subject of the report,
the child alleged to be abused or maltreated, a sibling, other children
in the household, other persons naned in the report or other pertinent
information, the appropriate local child protective service shall be
imediately notified of the fact. If the report involves either (i) an
al l egation of an abused child described in paragraph (i), (ii) or (iil)
of subdivision (e) of section one thousand twelve of the fam |y court
act or sexual abuse of a child or the death of a child or (ii) suspected
mal treat ment which all eges any physical harm when the report is made by
a person required to report pursuant to section four hundred thirteen of
this title wthin six nonths of any other two reports that were indi-

cated, or may still be pending, involving the sane child, sibling, or
other children in the household or the subject of the report, the office
of <children and famly services shall identify the report as such and

note any prior reports when transmtting the report to the local child
protective services for investigation.

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 422 of the social services lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:

(d) Callers making reports of suspected child abuse or maltreatnent to
the central register shall be asked for their nane and contact inform-
tion. No report shall be accepted by the central register unless the
caller's nane and contact information is provided.

§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth
day after it shall have becone a | aw.




