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STATE OF NEW YORK

5437

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 1, 2019

Introduced by Sens. METZGER, RITCH E -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to agricul -
tural custom operators

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 11 of section 301 of the agriculture and

mar kets | aw, as anmended by chapter 35 of the laws of 2016, is anended
and a new subdivision 19 is added to read as foll ows:

11. "Farmoperation" means the |and and on-farm buil di ngs, equipnrent,
manur e processing and handling facilities, and practices which contrib-
ute to the production, preparation and marketing of crops, livestock and

livestock products as a commercial enterprise, including a "comrercia
horse boardi ng operation" as defined in subdivision thirteen of this
section, a "tinber operation" as defined in subdivision fourteen of this
section, "conpost, nulch or other biomass crops" as defined in subdivi-
sion seventeen of this section [and], "conmercial equine operation" as
defined in subdivision eighteen of this section and an "agricultura
custom operator” as defined in subdivision nineteen of this section.
Such farm operation may consi st of one or nore parcels of owned or rent-
ed | and, which parcels may be contiguous or noncontiguous to each other.

19. "Agricultural custom operator” nmeans an operator whose facilities
are located in an agricultural district or whose services are hired by a
farm operation that is located within an agricultural district to under-
take an activity on the farmoperation that is an essential activity of
the farm operation. An agricultural customoperator's functions shal
include, but not be limted to, the following: planting or harvesting
crops, spreading nmanure, and applying pesticides or fertilizers.

8§ 2. Paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 305-a of the agriculture
and markets |aw, as added by chapter 497 of the laws of 2011, is anended
to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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b. Upon the request of any nmunicipality, farmowner or operator, or
agricultural custom operator, the conm ssioner shall render an opinion
to the appropriate |ocal governnent officials, as to whether farm oper-
ations would be unreasonably restricted or regul ated by proposed changes
in local land wuse regulations, ordinances or local laws pertaining to
agricultural practices and to the appropriate |ocal |and use enforcenent
officials adm nistering local |and use regul ati ons, ordinances, or |oca
laws or reviewing a permt pertaining to agricultural practices.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




