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STATE OF NEW YORK

5150

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 11, 2019

Introduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to prescribing an
opi oid antagonist with a patient's first opioid anal gesic prescription
in a given year

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3302 of the public health law is anended by adding
two new subdi visions 44 and 45 to read as foll ows:

44, "(pioid anal gesics" neans the nedicines buprenophi ne, butor phanol
codei ne, hydrocodone, hydronorphone, |evorphanol, neperidine, nethadone,
nor phi ne, nal buphi ne, oxycodone, oxynorphone, pentazoci ne, propoxyphene
as well as their brand nanes, isoners and conbi nations.

45. "Opioid antagoni st" neans an FDA-approved drug that, when adninis-
tered., negates or neutralizes in whole or in part the pharmacol ogical
effects of an opioid in the body. The opioid antagonist is limted to
nal oxone or other nedications approved by the departnent for this
pur pose.

§ 2. Section 3309 of the public health law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. (a) Wth the first opioid analgesic of each year, the prescriber
shall prescribe an opioid antagonist when any of the follow ng risk
factors are present: a history of substance use disorder; high dose or
cunulative prescriptions that result in over fifty norphine mlligram
equi val ents per day:; concurrent use of opioids and benzodi azepine or
nonbenzodi azepi ne sedative hypnotics.

(b) A prescriber who fails to prescribe an opioid antagonist, as

required by this subdivision, shall be referred to the appropriate
licensing board solely for the inposition of administrative sanctions
deened appropriate by such board. This section shall not create a

private right of action against a prescriber, and does not linmt a
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prescriber's liability for the negligent failure to diagnose or treat a
pati ent.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
by the conmm ssioner of health on or before such effective date.




