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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 9, 2019

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to equitable and
consi stent access to outpatient care services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (iii) and (iv) of subdivision 2 of section
2803-1 of the public health I aw, as anended by chapter 639 of the |aws
of 1996, are anended and a new paragraph (v) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(iii) denpnstrate the hospital's operational and financial conmm tnent
to neeting community health care needs, to provide charity care services
and to inprove access to health care services by the underserved; [and]

(iv) prepare and nmake available to the public a statenent showi ng on a
conbi ned basis a summary of the financial resources of the hospital and
rel ated corporations and the allocation of avail abl e resources to hospi -
tal purposes including the provision of free or reduced charge
services[—]; _and

(v) denponstrate the hospital's conmitnent to ensuring quality care and
continuity of care within all treatnment settings for all patient popu-
lations, including persons covered by Medicaid and the uninsured, in
accordance with the provisions of section twenty-eight hundred five-z of
this article.

8§ 2. The public health law is anended by adding a new section 2805-z
to read as foll ows:

§ 2805-z. Access to outpatient services. Every general hospital shal
establish policies that assure equitable and consistent access to outpa-
tient care services that nmay be provided or arranged by such hospital
through hospital-affiliated outpatient departnments, clinics, faculty
practice plans or private physician practices, regardless of a patient's

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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source of coverage or paynment. Such policies shall be incorporated wth-
in the general hospital's conmmunity services plan, in accordance wth
the provisions of section twenty-eight hundred three-1 of this article.
To assist general hospitals in satisfying these obligations and devel op-
ing such policies, the departnent shall exanine barriers that may exi st
to assuring equitable access to health care services. In conducting such
exam nation, the departnent shall consider any state or federal regula-
tory or reinbursenent policies that discourage equitable access, regard-
less of the patient's source of coverage or paynent. The depart nent
shall also examine the extent to which insurance and managed care bene-
fit designs may di scourage or preclude access to appropriate services by
patients, regardless of the patient's source of coverage or paynent. The
conm ssioner shall, on or before Decenber thirty-first, tw thousand
twenty, issue a report on such exami nation including reconmendations for
any necessary legislative or regulatory changes to enhance access to
services, and detailing any federal statutory or regulatory barriers.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately, except that section one
of this act shall take effect on Cctober 1, 2020 and the provisions of
such section shall apply to community service plans due and submtted on
or after such date.




