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STATE OF NEW YORK

4558

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 14, 2019

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to registered dental
assi sting

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The article heading of article 133 of the education |aw, as
added by chapter 987 of the laws of 1971, is amended to read as foll ows:
DENTI STRY [ AND], DENTAL HYd ENE, AND
REG STERED DENTAL ASSI STI NG

§ 2. Section 6600 of the education |aw, as added by chapter 987 of the
Il aws of 1971, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 6600. Introduction. This article applies to the professions of
dentistry [and]. dental hygiene, and registered dental assisting. The
general provisions for all professions contained in article one hundred
thirty of this title apply to this article.

8§ 3. Section 6603 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 393 of
the laws of 1999, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 6603. State board for dentistry. A state board for dentistry shal
be appointed by the board of regents on reconmendati on of the comm s-
sioner for the purpose of assisting the board of regents and the depart-

ment on matters of professional |icensing and professional conduct in
accordance with section sixty-five hundred eight of this title. The
board shall be conposed of not less than thirteen dentists |licensed in

this state for at least five years, not less than three dental hygien-
ists licensed in this state for at least five years, and not less than
one [eertified] registered dental assistant licensed in this state for
at |l east one year. An executive secretary to the board shall be
appointed by the board of regents on recommendati on of the conm ssioner
and shall be a dentist licensed in this state.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD08322-01-9



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 4558 2

§ 4. Section 6608 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 239 of
the |l aws of 2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 6608. Definition of practice of [eertified] registered dental
assisting. The practice of [eertified] registered dental assisting is
defined as providing supportive services to a dentist in [histher] his
or _her performance of dental services authorized wunder this article.
Such support shall include providing patient education, taking prelim -
nary nedical histories and vital signs to be reviewed by the dentist,
pl acing and renoving rubber dans, selecting and prefitting provisiona
crowns, selecting and prefitting orthodontic bands, renoving orthodontic
arch wires and ligature ties, placing and renoving matrix bands, taking
impressions for study casts or diagnostic casts, renoving periodontal
dressings, and such other dental supportive services authorized by the
dentist consistent with regulations promulgated by the comm ssioner,
provi ded that such functions are perforned wunder the direct persona

supervision of a Ilicensed dentist in the course of the perfornmance of
dental services. Such services shall not include diagnosing and/or
perform ng surgical procedures, irreversible procedures or procedures

that would alter the hard or soft tissue of the oral and maxillofaci al
area or any other procedures determ ned by the departnment. The practice
of [eertiiied] registered dental assisting may be conducted in the
office of any licensed dentist or in any appropriately equi pped schoo

or public institution but rmust be done under the direct personal super-
vision of a licensed dentist. Direct personal supervision, for purposes
of this section, neans supervision of dental procedures based on
instructions given by a licensed dentist in the course of a procedure
who remains in the dental office where the supportive services are being
perforned, personally diagnhoses the condition to be treated, personally
aut hori zes the procedures, and before dismissal of the patient, who
remains the responsibility of the licensed dentist, evaluates the
services perforned by the registered dental assistant. Nothing herein
authorizes a registered dental assistant to performany of the services
or functions defined as part of the practice of dental hygiene in
accordance with the provisions of subdivision one of section sixty-six
hundred six of this article, except those functions authorized pursuant
to this section. Al dental supportive services provided in this section
may be performed by currently registered dental hygienists either under
a dentist's supervision, as defined in regulations of the comm ssioner,
or, 1in the case of a registered dental hygienist working for a hospital
as defined in article twenty-eight of the public health [aw, pursuant to
a collaborative arrangenment with a licensed dentist in accordance wth
subdi vision one of section sixty-six hundred six of this article. Such
col | aborative arrangenent shall not obviate or supersede any I|law or
regul ation which requires identified services to be performed under the
personal supervision of a dentist.

8§ 5. Section 6608-a of the education | aw, as added by chapter 494 of
the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 6608-a. Practice of [eertiiied] registered dental assisting and use
of title "[eertidiied] registered dental assistant”. Only a person
certified wunder section sixty-six hundred eight-b of this article or
exenpt pursuant to section sixty-six hundred ten of this article shal
practice [eertified] registered dental assisting. Only a person certi-
fied pursuant to section sixty-six hundred eight-b of this article shal
use the title "[eertified] registered dental assistant".

§ 6. Section 6608-b of the education | aw, as added by chapter 494 of
the aws of 1994, subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 300 of the |aws of
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2006 and subdivision 5 as anended by chapter 565 of the laws of 1995, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8 6608-b. Requirenents for certification as a [eertidied] registered
dental assistant. To qualify for certification as a [eertified] regis-
tered dental assistant, an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng
requi rements:

(1) Application: file an application with the departnent;

(2) Age: be at |east [seventeen] eighteen years of age;

(3) Fees: pay a fee of forty-five dollars to the departnent for
initial certification and a fee of fifty dollars for each triennial
regi stration period;

(4) Education and experience: (A) have received a high school diplona
or its equivalent, and (B) have successfully conpleted, in accordance
with the conmissioner's regulations, (i) an approved one-year course of
study in dental assisting in a degree-granting institution or a board of
cooperative educational services programwhich includes at Ileast two
hundred hours of clinical experience, or an equival ent approved course
of study in dental assisting in a non-degree granting institution which
shall not be a professional association or professional organization or
(ii) an alternate course of study in dental assisting acceptable to the
depart nent which shall be provided by a degree-granting institution or a
board of cooperative educational services program which includes at
| east one thousand hours of rel evant work experience; [ard]

(5) Exami nation: pass an exanination in dental assisting given by an
organi zati on which adm ni sters such exam nations [ =y
assistants] and which is acceptable to the departnment[—]:. and

(6) Character: be of good noral character as deternined by the depart-
ment .

8 7. This act shall take effect immediately.




