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STATE OF NEW YORK

4220--A

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 5, 2019

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the real property law, in relation to fees |andl ords may
charge tenants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The real property law is anmended by adding a new section
220-a to read as foll ows:

8 220-a. Application fees. 1. Werever used in this section:

a. "application fee" neans any application processing fee or credit
check charge or simlar charge that a potential tenant nust pay or is in
any way requested to pay to a landlord in order to be considered for
rental or |lease of any real property or portion thereof used for resi-
dential purposes.

b. "potential tenant"” neans any person with an intention to |ease or
rent any real property or portion thereof for residential purposes,
excludi ng potential tenant shareholders of cooperative housing corpo-
rations.

2. 1If a landlord or his or her agent charges a potential tenant an
application fee, such application fee may not exceed the actual cost of
a credit check or other related services paid for by a landlord to a
third party, provided, however, that the total of such fee or fees shal
not exceed thirty dollars.

3. Were a landlord charges application fees in violation of this
section, a potential tenant may file a conplaint with the comni ssi oner

of the division of housing and community renewal. Upon a finding by the
comm ssioner that a landlord has violated the provisions of this
section, the conm ssioner shall inpose a fine of one hundred dollars for

a first or second violation and a fine of two hundred fifty dollars for
a third or any subsequent violation.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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