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STATE OF NEW YORK

3814

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 15, 2019

Introduced by Sen. JORDAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT establishing a working group within the office of the state conp-
troller to study the process and ramfications of separating upstate
and downstate New York into two separate states

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. There is hereby established within the office of the state
conptroller a working group to be known as the "separate states working
group". The working group shall conduct a study exam ning:

(a) the economic ram fications over the short termand long term of
separating upstate and downstate New York into two separate states,
i ncluding, but not limted to, econom c opportunity for both areas;

(b) the legal ranifications of separating upstate and downstate New
York into two separate states;

(c) the general up-front cost associated with separating upstate and
downstate New York into two separate states, exclusive of the long term
econom ¢ ram fications, including, but not limted to the cost of creat-
ing two new state governnments, the separation of the physical and organ-
i zational infrastructure, the cost of settling | and disputes;

(d) the constitutional steps necessary to separate upstate and down-
state New York into two separate states; and

(e) any constitutional precedents in the United States for dividing a
state into two separate states.

8§ 2. The working group shall consist of the foll ow ng

(a) the state conptroller and his or her designee;

(b) two nmenbers appointed by the conptroller;

(c) the attorney general and his or her designee;

(d) two nenbers appointed by the attorney general

(e) three nenmbers appointed by the governor;

(f) one nmenber appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;
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(g) one nenber appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(h) one nmenber appointed by the minority | eader of the assenbly;

(i) one nmenber appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate; and

(j) two nenbers appointed by the New York State Association of Coun-
ties.

8§ 3. At the conclusion of the study, the working group will deliver a
report of its findings to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the
tenporary president of the senate, the mnority | eader of the assenbly,
the minority | eader of the senate and the conptroller

8§ 4. As used in this act:

(a) "short tern means a period of less than ten years;

(b) "long term' neans a period in excess of ten years;

(c) "downstate" neans the counties of Nassau, Rockland, Suffolk and
West chester and the boroughs of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, The Bronx,
and Staten Island; and

(d) "upstate" neans that portion of New York not designated as "down-
state".

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.



