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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 6, 2019

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anmendnent to the constitution, in relation to providing the
electors with the power of initiative and referendum

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That article 20 of the
constitution be renunbered article 21 and a new article 20 be added to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE XX
[ NI TI ATI VE AND REFERENDUM

Section 1. The leqgislative power of this state shall be vested in the
Senate and Assenbly, but the people reserve to thenselves the power to
propose |aws and anendnents to the constitution, and to adopt or reject
the sane, at the polls, independent of the legislature, and also reserve
the power, at their own option, to so adopt or reject any act, or
section or part of any act, passed by the |egislature.

8 2. a. The initiative is the power of the electors to propose stat-
utes and anendnents to the constitution and to adopt or reject them
Every initiative statute which mandates the expenditure of npnies shal
clearly state the revenues from which such nonies shall be derived
Every initiative statute which nandates a reduction in revenues or
expenditures shall clearly state what revenues wll replace those
reduced or the expenditures and services to be reduced or elininated.

b. An initiative neasure may be proposed by presenting to the secre-
tary of state a petition that sets forth the text of the proposed stat-
ute or anendnent to the constitution and is certified to have been
signed by electors equal in nunber to five percent in the case of a
statute, and eight percent in the case of an anendnent to the constitu-
tion, of the votes for all candidates for governor at the |ast guberna-
torial election.

c. The secretary of state shall then submt the neasure at the next
general election held at least one hundred thirty-one days after it

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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qualifies or at any special statewide election held prior to that gener-
al election. The governor may call a special statewide election for the
neasure.

d. An initiative neasure enbracing nore than one subject may not be
subnmtted to the electors or have any effect except that any nunber of
discrete initiative neasures may be submtted to the electors at any
general election or any special statewide election called by the gover-
nor.

8 3. a. Aninitiative or referendum neasure approved by a majority of
the votes thereon takes effect five days after the date of the officia
declaration of the vote by the state board of elections unless the neas-
ure provides otherwise. If a referendumpetition is filed against a part
of a statute the remminder of the statute shall not be delayed from
going into effect.

b. If provisions of two or nore neasures approved at the same el ection
conflict, those of the neasure receiving the highest affirmtive vote
shall prevail.

cC. Any issue defeated by referendum cannot be reconsidered by the
legislature for a period of two years. Any initiative neasure that has
been adopted cannot be repealed or anended by the legislature for a
period of two vears.

d. The veto power of the governor shall not extend to an initiative or
ref erendum statute approved by the el ectors.

e. Prior to circulation of an initiative or referendum petition for
signatures, a copy shall be subnitted to the attorney general who shal
prepare a title and summary of the neasure as provided by |aw

f. The leqgislature shall provide the manner in which petitions shal
be circulated, presented and certified, and neasures submtted to the
electors within a two year passage of this anendnent to the constitu-
tion.

8 4. Initiative and referendum powers may be exercised by the electors
of each nunicipality under procedures that the legislature shal
provi de.

8 5. No anendnent to the constitution, and no statute proposed to the
electors by the legislature or by initiative, which names any i ndividua
to hold any office, or nanes or identifies any private corporation to
performany function or to have any power or duty or attenpts to abolish
an existing state agency, may be submtted to the electors or have any
effect.

8 6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, upon al
initiative and referendum petitions provided for in this article, it
shall be additionally necessary to file fromeach congressional district
of the state such petitions bearing the signatures of not |less than two
thousand five hundred of the electors of such congressional district.

§ 2. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoing anendnent
be referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty with section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be
publi shed for 3 nonths previous to the tinme of such el ection.




