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AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to enacting the voter
friendly ballot act; and to repeal section 7-108 of such law relating
to the formof ballots

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "voter friendly ballot act”.

8§ 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 7-102 of the election
|l aw, as added by chapter 371 of the laws of 1990, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

a. In the event that a candidate in a prinary election believes that
the nanme of another candidate for the sane office or position at such
election is sufficiently simlar to his or hers so as to cause confusion
anong the voters, such candidate may, not later than five days after the
last day to file the certificates or petitions of designation, file with
the board of elections with which such certificates or petitions of
designation are filed, a request that such board deternine that such a
sufficient sinmlarity exists.

§ 3. Section 7-104 of the election |aw, as anmended by chapter 165 of
the laws of 2010, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 7-104. Ballots; form of [ —veting—achine]. 1. Al ballots shall be
printed and/or displayed in a format and arrangenent, of such wuniform
size and style as will fit the ballot [f=are], and shall be in as plain
and clear a type or display as the space will reasonably permt, using
only sans serif print fonts. Such type or display on the ballot shal

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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satisfy all requirenents and standards set forth pursuant to the federa
Hel p America Vote Act.

2. The nanes of parties or independent bodies which contain nore than
fifteen letters may, whenever linitations of space so require, be print-
ed on the ballot in an abbreviated form In printing the nanmes of candi-
dat es whose full nanes contain nore than fifteen letters, only the
surname must be printed in full. The officer or board charged with the
duty of [preparing—the-ballets] certifying the candidates for such
office shall request each such candidate to indicate, in witing, the
shortened formin which, subject to this restriction, his or her nane
shall be printed. If no such indication is received fromsuch candi date
within the time specified in the request, such officer or board shal
make the necessary determn nation.

3. (a) The party name or other designati on[ —ard—a—desighratingtetter
ahd—nurber] shall be affixed to the name of each candidate, or, in case
of presidential electors, to the nanes of the candidates for president
and vice-president of such party.

(b) A columm/row designating nunber nmay be affixed to the name of each
candidate, or in the case of presidential electors, to the nanes of the
candi dates for president and vice-president of such party.

(c) The titles of offices may be arranged horizontally, with the nanes
of candidates for an office and the space, slot or device for wite-in
[ ballots] votes for such office arranged vertically under the title of
the office, or the titles of offices muy be arranged vertically, with
t he nanmes of candi dates for an office and the space, slot or device for
wite-in [baets] votes for such office arranged horizontally opposite
the title of the office.

[s>] (d) Each office shall occupy as many colums or rows on the
[ Fachine] ballot as the nunber of candidates to be elected to that
of fice, except where candidate placenents due to cross endorsenents
require additional columms or rows.

4. (a) The names of all candi dates nom nated by any party or independ-
ent body for an office shall always appear in the row or colum contain-
ing generally the names of candi dates nomi nated by such party or inde-
pendent body for other offices except as hereinafter provided.

(b) Wien the sanme person has been nominated for an office to be filled
at the election by nore than one party, the voting machine shall be so
adjusted that his or her nane shall appear in each row or colum
contai ning generally the nanes of candi dates for other offices nom nated
by any such party.

(c) If such candidate has al so been nominated by one or nore independ-
ent bodies, his or her name shall appear only in each row or colum
contai ning generally the nanes of candi dates for other offices noni nated
by any such party and the nane of each such independent body shal
appear in one such row or colum to be designated by the candidate in a
witing filed with the officer or board charged wth the duty of
[ provi-ding—ballots] certifying the candidates for such office, or if
such person shall fail to so designate, the names of such independent
bodi es shall appear in such row or columm as such officer or board shal
determ ne

(d) I'f any person shall be nominated for any office by one party and
two or nore independent bodies his or her name shall appear on the
[ votirg—rmchine] ballot twice; once in the row or colum containing
generally the nanes of candidates for other offices noninated by such
party, and once in the row or columm containing generally the nanes of
candi dates nominated by the independent body designated by such person
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inawiting filed with the officer or board charged with the duty of
[ provi-di-rg—baltoets] certifying the candidates for such office and in
connection with the nane of such person in such row or colum shall
appear the nane of each independent body noninating himor her or, if
such person shall fail to so designate, the name of such candidate and
the nanes of such independent bodies shall appear in such row or colum
as such officer or board shall determ ne

(e) If any person is nominated for any office only by nore than one
i ndependent bodies, his or her nanme shall appear but once upon the
machi ne in one such row or colum to be designated by the candidate in a
witing filed with the officer or board charged with the duty of provid-
ing ballots, or if the candidate shall fail to so designate, in the
pl ace deS|gnated by the officer or board charged with the duty of
[ providi-ng—ballots] certifying the candidates for such office, and in
connection wth his or her nane there shall appear the nanme of each
i ndependent body nomi nating himor her, but, where the capacity of the
[ Fchine] ballot wll permit, the name of such person shall not appear
or be placed in a colum or on a horizontal Iine with the names of
persons nominated by a party for other offices.

5. Notwi t hstandi ng the provisions of subdivision four of this section,
the name of a person who is noninated for the office of governor, or
state senator, or nmenber of assenbly, shall appear on the ballot as many
tinmes as there are parties or independent bodi es nom nating himor her,
and there shall be a separate voting [ard—+egistering—deviece] position
at each place in which such nanme shall appear.

6. If any type of nmachine used in any county or <city contains any
feature approved by the state board of elections, the use of which is
nei ther required nor prohibited by the provisions of this chapter, the
board of elections may, by resolution, require that one or nore of such
features shall be used in such county. Thereafter all machines of such
type wused in such county or city shall be operated in conformty with
any such resolution. Any such resolution may thereafter be rescinded by
such board and after being so rescinded may be re-adopted. Once re-a-
dopted by any board of elections, such a resolution may not be rescinded
agai n by such board.

7. The ballot shall have printed upon it in black ink for each party
or independent row, at the head of the columm or the beginning of the

rOM/contalnlng t he nanes of candldates [Lhe—+nage—ei—a—eLesed—i+s%—m+Lh

sanE—spaeeT—+n—bLaek—LeLLe#s—as—La#ge—as—Lhe—spaee—m+#¥—pe#n¥%T—shaLL—be
pnted] the nane of the party or independent body [ard—at—the—+ight—of
2 I L nd ‘ Ll ; . ; I

enblen] and the designating [+etters] letter of the row or colum.

8. Wth respect to candidates for the offices of governor and |ieuten-
ant governor of a party or independent body, ballots shall be printed so
that the nanmes of such candidates for both offices shall appear in the
same row or colum, wth the name of the candidate for governor appear-
ing first and the ballot shall be so adjusted that both offices are
voted for jointly and have but one designating [letier—e+] nunber if
such colum/row designating nunbers are utilized.

9. In those counties in which ballots are required by federal |aw, or
otherwi se, to be provided in a |anguage other than English, there shal
be versions of the ballot printed in English and in each of the addi -
tional |anguages required so that each version of the ballot shal
contain English and no nore than two other | anguages. The county board
of elections in such counties shall instruct, in their poll worker
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training and naterials, the procedures to be followed to ensure that
each voter receives a ballot with the appropriate | anguage as determ ned
by the state board.

10. Each ballot shall contain instructions for marking the ballot. The
instructions shall be printed in line Iengths no wider than five inches.
Ballot instructions nay be printed on the front or back of the ballot or
on a separate sheet or card. If such instructions are not printed on the
front of the ballot, there shall be printed on the ballot, in the larg-
est size type practicable, the following |legend: "See instructions on
the other side" or "See instructions (insert where instructions are
found)", whichever is appropriate.

11. The offices appearing on all ballots shall be listed in the
customary order.

12. If two or npbre candidates are nom nated for the sane office for
different terns, the termfor which each is nomnated shall be printed
as a part of the title of the office.

13. The text for ballot instructions shall be substantially as
follows, so that it accurately reflects the ballot |ayout:

[ NSTRUCTI ONS

Mark the (insert "oval" or "square") to the left of the name of your
choice. (Provide illustration of correctly-nmarked voting position here.)
To vote for a candidate whose nane is not printed on the ballot, (insert
"mark the oval (or square) to the left of '"wite-in'" and print the nane
clearly" or "print the name clearly in the box labeled '"wite-in'"),
staying within the box. Any mark or witing outside the spaces provided
for voting may void the entire ballot. The nunber of choices is listed
for each contest. Do not mark the ballot for nore candidates than
allowed. If you do, your vote in that contest will not count. If you
make a mstake, or want to change your vote, ask a poll worker for a new
bal | ot .

14. The state board of elections shall provide line drawing illus-
trations to supplenment these instructions. At a mininum an illustration
of the correct way to mark the ballot shall be provided, but nothing in
this section shall be construed to linmt the board in providing addi-
tional illustrations.

15. When a question or proposal is included on the ballot,
instructions substantially like the followi ng shall be included:

Instructions for Voting on Questions and Proposal s

To vote on a question or proposal, mark the (insert "oval" or "square")
to the (insert "left", "above" or "below') of your choice. If you nmake a
m stake, or want to change your vote, ask a poll worker for a new
bal | ot .

16. When a question or proposal appears on the back of the ballot,
there shall appear on the front of the ballot words or a synbol indicat-
ing that the voter should turn over the ballot.

17. The voting oval or square shall be to the left of the nane of the
candi dat e.

18. All text, including the nane of each candidate as provided in
subdi vision three of this section, shall be printed using standard
capitalization in accordance with instructions provided by the state

board of elections and shall not be printed using all capital letters.
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19. The ballot shall use one font or font family with enough vari -
ations for all text needs.

20. "Vote for one" or "Vote for upto ...... " (the blank space to be
filled with the nunber of persons to be nomnated for the office or
elected to the position), as applicable, shall be printed imediately
bel ow each office title appearing on the ballot.

21. No party enblens shall be printed on the ballot.

22. The nanes of candidates for the sane office shall appear on the
sane page and in the sane colum or colums or row or rows of that page
of a printed ballot, and nmay not be separated by a perforation.

23. Al text, including the title of each office and the nane of each
candidate, shall be printed flush left and shall not be centered on the
ballot or in any columm or row appearing on the ballot; provided howev-
er, inanulti-colum or nmulti-row contest, the title and nunber of
all owabl e selections to be made for each such office may be centered.

24. 1f used, shading shall be used consistently, so as to differen-
tiate instructions fromballot section dividers and contest information.

25. Above, below, or to the right of the nane of each candidate, shal
be printed, in less promnent type face than that in which the candi-
date's nane is printed, the nane of the political party or independent
body by which the candi date was nom nated or desi gnat ed.

26. All paper ballots of the same kind for the sane polling place
shall be identical

27. To the extent practicable, the ballot shall also conply with the
followi ng specifications:

(a) The instructions in subdivision ten of this section shall be
printed in the upper left hand corner of the front of the ballot;

(b) The nane of each candidate shall be printed using a font size of
not less than nine points;

(c) Wien the instructions are contained on the ballot, there shall be
a clear delineation between the ballot instructions and the first office
or ballot question or proposal through the use of white space, illus-
tration, shading, color, font size, or bold type.

8§ 4. Section 7-106 of the election | aw, the section heading and subdi -
visions 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 as anended and subdivisions 8, 9, 10 and 11
as renunbered by chapter 165 of the |aws of 2010, is anended to read as
foll ows:

§ 7-106. [Eeection—day—paper—ballots—formof] Ballots; formof, for

bal |l ot scanners, general, primary, or special elections; additiona
requi renents. 1. In addition to ballot requirenents provided for in

section 7-104 of this article, all ballots to be used with all ball ot
scanners shall conply with the follow ng provisions.

2. Paper ballots which are to be counted by a ballot scanner my
consi st of two or nore sheets which are divided into perforated sections
which can be separated at the tine the ballot is scanned. Such ballots
shall be printed on paper of a quality, size, <color, and weight
[ approved—by—the—stateboardof—elections] specified in the voting
system s technical requirenments docunentation and shall be clearly
di stinguishable fromsanple ballots by size, color or other neans.

[2-] 3. Al paper bal!ots of the sane ki nd for the.sane pol ling pl ace

shal |l be identical. [A-diiferent—but—inr—-each——case—uniformstyle—and
, ,  shabld Lt T I : i d Y
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3-] 4. Each election day ballot shall be printed on the sheet with a

stub which shall be separated therefrom by a Iline of perforations
extending across the entire ballot. On the face of the stub shall be
printed "No........ " the blank to be filled with consecutive nunber of
ballots beginning with "No. 1", and increasing in regular nunerical
order.

[4-] 5. On such ballot shall be printed the follow ng indorsement, the
bl anks properly filled in:

O ficial Ballot for (CGeneral, Primary or Special, as applica-

bl e)

El ection

County of ....... ... ... ... ... ......

(Assenbl y or Legi sl ati ve, as appl i cabl e) District
(V\ArdandOtyor town ... , as applica-
ble)............

Election District ......... .. ... . ...,

(I'nsert date of election.)
(I'nsert nanmes of election comm ssioners providing the ballot.)
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wl-eh——relates ]

8§ 5. Section 7-108 of the election |aw is REPEALED

8§ 6. Section 7-110 of the election | aw, as anended by chapter 647 of
the laws of 1982, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 7-110. Ballots; formfor ballot proposals; additional requirenents.

Bal | ot proposals shall appear on the [weting—smehihre—or] ballot in a
separate section or on a separate sheet or card. At the left of, or
bel ow or above, each proposal shall appear [twe—voiingtevers—or] two
voting |[sguares—each—at—teast—one-half—ineh—sguare] positions. Next to
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the first [lever—se+r—square] voting position shall be printed the word
"Yes," and next to the second [lever—or—sguare] voting position shall be
printed the word "No." The proposals shall be nunbered consecutively on
t he [wetiwng—achine—or] ballot. The nunber of each proposal shall appear
in front of its designation as an anendment, proposition or question in
the following form "Proposal one, an anendnent; proposal two, a propo-
sition; proposal three, a question".

§ 7. Section 7-114 of the election | aw, as anended by chapter 234 of
the laws of 1976, paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 as amended by chapter
433 of the laws of 1984 and paragraph (f) of subdivision 2 as anended by
chapter 461 of the laws of 1977, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 7-114. Ballots; formfor prinmary election; additional requirenents.
1. (a) [Ihe] Ch the face of the off|C|aI bal I ot for a prlnary electlon
[ : VPYY

] contests

and candi dates for nom nation for public office[=
be—enid-—ed—and—shall—be—or—Candidales] shall aooear first, foll owed
by contests and candidates for party positions.[~] \Wen necessary, a
part may be divided into two or nore colums or rows, but the names of
al | persons designated for the same office or party position shall be in
t he same colum or row

(b) [+h—eachpart—shal—beprintedthetitles ot theoiHcesorparty

)] Were a candidate for nomination for the same public office or
for election to the sane party position is designated by two or nore
petitions, his or her name shall be placed upon the ballot for the
primary el ection but once as such a candidate.

[£] (c) The ballot shall not contain a space for voting for candi-
dates for uncontested offices and positions, and no ballot shall be

printed for a party [whese—prrary—is—uncontested] for which there is no

contested office or position unless a petition for opportunity to ball ot

has been fil ed.

2. (a) [Ihe—papeL—baLLeL—LeL—e—pLLﬁaLy—e+e@LLea—shaLL—eeaie#n;Le—}he




OCoO~NOUIRAWNPEF

S. 2300--A 9

Lhat—mhe*&ﬂ on the off|C|aI primary election ballot, the ball ot endorse—

nent shall include the nane of the party for which such ballot is valid.
(b) where two or nore candidates are to be elected to a party posi -
tion, the nanes of candidates designated by each petition shall be

grouped togethe and [eaeh—g#eHp—shaLL—ha¥e—bHt—ene—nanbe;-%h+eh-sha##

] may be referred

] (c) The paper ballots of no two parties shall be identified by
the sane color or color markings, and the state board of el ections
shal | select the color for each neM/party[——and-net-#a;e;-than-tme##e

eLeeL#ens]. The state board of electlons shaII |nclude mnth the board's
ballot certification a certificate stating the colors so sel ected.

8 8. Subdivisions 2, 3, 4 and 6 of section 7-116 of the election |aw,
subdi vision 2 as anmended by chapter 234 of the laws of 1976, subdivision
3 as anended by chapter 9 of the laws of 1978 and the second undesig-
nated paragraph of subdivision 6 as anended by chapter 121 of the |aws
of 1997, are anmended to read as foll ows:

2. The officer or board who or which prepares the ballot shall deter-
mne the order in which shall appear, below the nanes of party candi-
dates the nomi nations nade only by independent bodies. Such officer or
board also shall deternmine the order in which shall be printed] —+n—=a
secti-ohr—ef—such—ballot] the names of two or nore candi dates nomi nated by
one party or independent body, for an office to which two or nore
persons are to be elected; provided, however, that any such candi date
may, by a witing filed with such board or officer not later than [ere
week] three business days after the adjournnent of the convention or one
week after the primary el ection nom nating himor her, or otherw se not
| ater than two days after the filing of the petition or certificate
nomi nating himor her, demand that such order be determ ned by |ot, and
in that case such order shall be so determ ned, upon two days notice by
mai |l given by such board or officer to each candidate for such office
The state board of elections shall performthe duties required by this
subdivision in all cases affecting nonminations filed in its office.

3. The officer or board with whomor which are filed the designations
for a public office or party position shall determine by lot, upon two
days notice by mail given by such board or officer to each candidate for
such office or position and to the conmittee, if any, nanmed in the
designating petition, the order in which shall be printed on the offi-
cial primary ballot, wunder the title of the office or position, the
nanes of candidates for public office, the names of candidates for a
party position to which not nore than one person is to be elected, and
the groups of nanes of candidates for party position where two or nore
persons are to be elected thereto and any petition designates two or
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nmore persons therefor, provided, however, that whenever groups of nanes
for nore than one party position are designated by the same petition,
the order in which they shall be printed on the official primary ball ot

shall be determined by a single |ot. Candi dates for del egate or del eg-
ates and alternate del egate or delegates to conventions designated by
the sanme petition shall, for the purpose of this subdivision, be treated

as one group. The nanes of candidates, if any, for a party position to
which two or nore persons are to be el ected, who are designated by indi-
vi dual petitions and not in a group shall be printed [belew] after such
group or groups, in such order between thenselves, as such officer or
board shall determine by |ot upon the notice specified in this subdivi-
sion. The nanes within a group of candi dates designated for party posi-
tion by one petition shall be printed in the same order in which they
appear in the petition, unless they appear in a different order on
different pages of the petition, in which case their order within the
group shall be determ ned by such officer or board by Ilot upon the
notice specified in this subdivision. Candidates for menbers of a state
commttee designated by a single petition shall, for the purposes of
this subdivision, be treated as one group. However, the notice to a
commttee of the drawing need not be mailed to nore than five nenbers,
if there be that many, and as to offices or party positions for which
designating petitions are filed with the board of elections of the city
of New York the notice shall be given to the commttees only.

4. If a vacancy in a designation or nom nation be filled after the
maki ng, in the manner provided in this section, of a deternination of
the order in which the nanes of candidates for the office or position
are to be printed, to the extent practicable, the nane of the candidate

designated or nomnated to fill such vacancy shall be printed in the
pl ace so determ ned for the original candi date.
6. [Hathecity of New York—the ballot—onthe voiingrachinefor
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ow—] (a) In cases where a nane is added to or renoved fromthe ball ot
by court order too late to make a conplete adjustnent to these require-
nents feasible, the nane nay be added at the end of the list of candi-
dates in all election districts, or renoved fromthe ballot in al
election districts without changing the previously arranged order of
other nanes and without invalidating the election. Any inadvertent error

in the order of nanmes discovered too late to correct the order of the
nanes on the ballots concerned shall not invalidate an el ection

(b) Except where a contest or candidate is renoved fromthe ballot by
court order too late to nmake conplete conpliance with this paragraph
feasible, the title of each public office or party position and the
nanes of the candidates for such office or position appearing on any
bal lot used for primary el ections over which the county board of
el ections has jurisdiction shall appear on such ballot inmediately adja-

cent to one another, either horizontally or vertically; and no bl ank

spaces shall separate the nanmes of candidates actually running for an
office or party position on such ballot, and no blank spaces shall sepa-
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rate any two such offices or positions which appear on such ballot in
the same colum or row.

8§ 9. Section 7-118 of the election |aw, as anended by chapter 157 of
the aws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 7-118. Ballots; facsinile and sanple. 1. The board of elections
shall provide facsinmle and sanple ballots which shall be arranged in
the formof a diagram show ng such part of the face of +the voting
machine or ballots as shall be in use at that election. Such facsinle
and sanpl e ballots shall be [etherdnftul—or—+educed—size] distin-
gui shable fromthe official ballot by size, color, or other neans and
shall contain suitable illustrated directions for voting on the wvoting
machi ne or ball ot.

2. Such facsinmle ballots shall be nounted and di splayed for public
i nspection at each polling place during el ection day.

3. Sanple ballots nmay be nailed by the board of elections to each
eligible voter at |east three days before the election, or in lieu ther-
eof, a copy of such sanple ballot rmay be published at [east once within
one week preceding the election in newspapers [ +epresentihg—the—-rajor
political—parties] or on a website maintained by the board of elections

4. One copy of such facsimle shall be sent to each school in the
county, providing the ninth through the twelfth years of conpulsory
education, and in the city of New York to each such school in the city
of New York, at |east one week before each general election for posting
at a convenient place in such school. The board of el ections shall also
send a facsimle ballot to any other school requesting such a ballot.
In the alternative, the requirenents of this subdivision may be fully
satisfied by publishing such facsinile on a website maintained by the
board of elections and notifying each such school of such publication.

8 10. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 7-120 of the el ection | aw,
subdi vision 3 as anmended by chapter 234 of the laws of 1976, are anended
to read as foll ows:

1. If any voting machine or voting system for wuse in any election

shall become out of order during an election it shall, if possible, be
repai red or another machine or voting system substituted as pronptly as
possible. In case such repair or substitution cannot be made, energency

ballots, printed or witten, and of any suitable form shall be provided
by the board of elections and may be used for the [taking] casting of
vot es.

3. It shall be the duty of each board of elections to cause a suffi-
cient nunber of energency ballots to be placed at each polling place in
whi ch voting machi nes or voting systens are used, to be enployed in the
event the voting nmachines or voting systens break down. At any tinme
during the hour succeedi ng a breakdown, the inspectors of election nay
use such energency ballots, and if such breakdown | asts nore than one
hour, such energency ballots nmust be used. The sanple ballots may be
used for this purpose in full or reduced size.

8 11. Section 7-122 of the election |law, subdivision 1 as anmended by
chapter 234 of the laws of 1976, the schedul e in paragraph (b) of subdi-
vision 1 as added by chapter 381 of the |aws of 1979, paragraphs (c) and
(d) of subdivision 1 and subdivisions 2, 3, 5, 8, 9 and 10 as anended by
chapter 165 of the laws of 2010, subdivision 7 as amended by chapter 9
of the laws of 1978, and subdivisions 6 and 7 as renunbered by chapter
352 of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 7-122. Ballots; absentee voters. 1. (a) Ballots for absentee voters
shall be, as nearly as practicable, in the sane form as those to be
voted in the district on election day, [H—any-] except that ballots for
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primary elections shall omt the party position of ward, town, city or
county committee and except further that such ballots need not have a
stub, and shall have the words "Absentee Ballot", endorsed thereon.

(b) [Ihe—nane§—eL—saﬁd+da}es—upen—+he7baLL@L—sthL—be—pL+n+ed—+n

pr-ntedinheavy black typethe followinginstructions] All provisions
of this chapter not inconsistent with this subdivision shall be applica-
ble to absentee ballots prepared for counting by a ballot scanner or by
hand. The instructions for marking an absentee ballot shall be provided
and shall be substantially as follows, so that they accurately reflect
the ballot |ayout:

I NSTRUCTI ONS

rept—bal-ot—upon—rettrn—of—the—origiral—ballot—] Mark the (insert "oval"”
or "square") to the left of the nanme of your choice. (Provide illus-
tration of correctly-marked voting position here.) To vote for a candi -
date whose nane is not printed on the ballot, (insert "mark the oval (or
square) to the left of "wite-in' and print the nane clearly" or "print
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the nane clearly in the box labeled "wite-in"'"), staying within the
box. Any mark or witing outside the spaces provided for voting nmay void
the entire ballot. You have a right to a replacenent ballot. If you nmake
a nistake or want to change your vote, call the board of elections at
(insert phone nunber here) for instructions on howto obtain a new
ballot. The nunber of choices is listed for each contest. Do not nark
the ballot for nore candidates than allowed. If you do, your vote in
that contest will not count.

(c) When a question or proposal is included on the ballot,
instructions substantially simlar to those provided in subdivision
fifteen of section 7-104 of this article shall be included.

2. [lhe—LeLLem+gg—p;e¥+s+eﬂs—shaLL—appLy—+e—aLL—absenLee—pa+LeLs
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3-] The determ nation of the appropriate county board of elections as
to the candidates duly designated or nomnated for public office or
party position whose nanme shall appear on the absentee ballot and as to
bal | ot proposals to be voted on shall be made no later than the day
after the state board of elections issues its certification of those
candi dates to be voted for at the general, special or primary election.
The deternminations of the state board of elections and the respective
county boards of elections shall be final and conclusive with respect to
such offices for which petitions or certificates are required to be
filed with such boards, as the case may be but nothing herein contained
shal |l prevent a board of elections, or a court of conpetent jurisdiction
fromdetermning at a later date that any such certification, desig-
nation or nomnation is invalid and, in the event of such later determ -
nation, no vote cast for any such nonminee by any voter shall be counted
at the election

[5—] 3. There shall be three envel opes for each absentee ballot issued
by mail: the inner affirmati on envel ope into which a voter places his or
her voted ballot, the outer envel ope which shall be addressed to the
absentee voter, and the mailing envel ope which is addressed to the coun-
ty board of elections. The board of elections shall furnish with each
absentee ballot an inner affirmati on envel ope. On one side of the envel-
ope shall be printed:

OFFI Cl AL ABSENTEE BALLOT
for
GENERAL (OR PRI MARY OR SPECI AL) ELECTI ON

......... , 20.....
Name of voter........ .. ... e
Resi dence (street and number if any)..................
Cty/or town of....... (village, if any)...............
County Of .. . e
Assenbly district ....... .. ... . . . . . . e
Legislative District (as applicable) .................
Ward (as applicable) ..... ... .. . . . . .
Election DistricCt..... ... .. i
Party Enrollnment (in case of primary election)........

[6] 4. The date of the election, name of the county, and nanme of a
city, if there be a separate ballot for city voters, shall be printed
and the nane of the voter, residence, nunber of the assenbly district,
if any, nane of town, nunber of ward, if any, election district and
party enrollnment, if required, shall be either printed or witten or
stanped in by the board.

[+~] 5. There shall also be a place for two board of elections staff
nenbers or inspectors of opposite political parties to indicate, by
placing their initials thereon, that they have checked and marked the
voter's poll record.

[8-] 6. On the reverse side of such inner affirmation envel ope shal
be printed the follow ng statenent:

AFFI RVATI ON

I do declare that | ama citizen of the United States, that I amduly

registered in the election district shown on the reverse side of this
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envelope and | am qualified to vote in such district; that | wll be
unabl e to appear personally on the day of the election for which this
ballot is voted at the polling place of the election district in which I
ama qualified voter because of the reason given on ny application here-
tofore submitted; that | have not qualified nor do | intend to vote
el sewhere, that | have not commtted any act nor am| under any inped-
i ment which denies ne the right to vote

I hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statenent to the best of
my knowl edge and belief, and | understand that if | make any materi al
false statenent in the foregoing statenent of absentee voter, | shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor.

Date................. 20,
Signature or mark of voter
Signature of Wtness (required only
if voter does not sign his or her own
nane)
Address of Wtness
[8—] 7. The inner affirmation envel ope shall be gumed, ready for
seal ing, and shall have printed thereon, on the side opposite the state-
ment, instructions as to the duties of the voter after the marking of
the ballot, which instructions shall include a specific direction stat-

ing when such ballot rmust be postmarked and when such ball ot nmust reach
the office of the board of elections in order to be canvassed.

[40-] 8. Each inner affirmation ballot envel ope shall be enclosed in
an outer envelope addressed to the appropriate board of el ections and
bearing on it a specific direction that if an original application for
an absentee ballot is received with the ballot, such application nust be
conpleted by the voter and returned in the outer envel ope together with
the sealed inner affirmati on envel ope containing the absentee ball ot
within the time linmts for receipt of the absentee ballot itself. Such
i nner affirmati on envel ope and outer envel ope shall be enclosed in [a]
the third envel ope addressed to the absentee voter. The outer and third
envel opes shall have printed on the face thereof the words "Election
Materi al - - Pl ease Expedite".

8§ 12. The opening paragraph of subdivision 3 of section 7-123 of the
election |l aw, as amended by chapter 104 of the laws of 2010, is anended
to read as foll ows:

There shall be three envel opes for each mlitary absentee ball ot
i ssued when the nmilitary voter's preferred nmethod of transmission is by
mail: the inner affirmation envel ope into which a voter places his or
her voted ballot, the outer envel ope which shall be addressed to the
absentee voter, and the nmiling envel ope which is addressed to the coun-
ty board of elections. The board of elections shall furnish an inner
affirmati on envel ope with each mlitary ballot upon which envel ope shal
be printed:

8§ 13. The opening and cl osi ng paragraphs of subdivision 2 of section
7-124 of the election law, as anended by chapter 104 of the | aws of
2010, are anmended to read as follows:

There shall be three envel opes for each special federal absentee
ballot issued by mail: the inner affirmati on envel ope into which a voter
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places his or her voted ballot, the outer envel ope which shall be
addressed to the absentee voter, and the mailing envel ope which is
addressed to the county board of elections. The board of el ections shal
furnish an inner affirmation envel ope with each special federal ball ot
upon whi ch envel ope shall be printed:

| understand that a material misstatenent of fact in the conpletion of
this docunent may constitute grounds for conviction of a crine.

Signature of Wtness (required only
if voter does not sign his or her own
name)

Address of Wtness

8 14. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 7-125 of the election |aw,
subdi vi sion 3 as anmended by chapter 235 of the |laws of 2000, are anended
to read as foll ows:

2. There shall be three envel opes for each special presidential absen-
tee ballot issued by mail: the inner affirmation envel ope into which a
voter places his or her voted ballot, the outer envel ope which shall be
addressed to the absentee voter, and the nmailing envel ope which is
addressed to the county board of elections. The board of elections shal
furnish with each special presidential ballot an envel ope. On one side
of the envel ope shall be printed:

OFFI CI AL BALLOT, SPECI AL PRESI DENTI AL VOTERS,
FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON,
NOVEMBER. . . . . .. , [49] 20....

Name Of VOt er ...
Resi dence from which vote is being cast:

Street and nunber . ...
Gty OF L OWN
COUNT Y o
Assenbly District or VArd ... ... ... .
El ection Di StriCl ... .

The date of the election and nanme of the county shall be printed, and
the name of the voter, residence, nane of the city or town, nunber of
ward or assenbly district, if any, and election district shall be print-
ed, witten or stanped in by the board.

3. On the reverse side of such envel ope shall be printed the foll ow
i ng statenent:

STATEMENT OF SPECI AL PRESI DENTI AL VOTER

| do declare | ama qualified special presidential voter of said
district; that | am not qualified and amnot able to qualify to vote
el sewhere than as set forth on the reverse side of this envel ope; that |
ama citizen of the United States; that on the date of the election for
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which this ballot is voted, | will be at |east eighteen years of age;
and that | have not conmmtted any act, nor am |l under any inpedinent,
whi ch denies me the right to vote.

| hereby declare that the foregoing is a true statenent to the best of
nmy knowl edge and belief, and | understand that if | make any materi al
fal se statenent in the foregoing statenent, | shall be guilty of a
m sdemneanor .

Signature or mark of voter

Signature of Wtness (required only
if voter does not sign his or her own
name)

Address of Wtness

8§ 15. Section 7-128 of the election law is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 7-128. Ballots; inspection of. 1. Each officer or board charged with
the duty of providing official ballots for an election shall have sanple
ballots open to public inspection [Hwe] fifty days, except in the case
of extraordinary circunstances in which case on the earliest day practi-
cable, before the election for which [they—were] the ballots have been
prepared and the official ballots open to such inspection [few] fifty
days, except in the case of extraordinary circunstances in which case on
the earliest day practicable, before such election except that the
sanple and official ballots for a village election held at a different
time froma general election shall be open to public inspection at |east
two days before such election. During the tinmes within which the ballots
are open for inspection, such officer or board shall deliver to each
voter applying therefor a sanple of the ballot which he or she is enti-
tled to vote.

2. a. Each officer or board charged with the duty of preparlng bal | ots
to be used [eR—voting—rachinres] in any election shall give witten
notice, by first class mail, to all candidates, except candidates for
menber of the county connittee, who are lawfully entitled to have their
names appear thereon, of the tinme when, and the place where, they nay
i nspect the [wetinrg—rachines] ballots to be used for such election. The
candidates or their designated representatives nay appear at the tine
and pl ace specified in such notice to inspect such [#echinres] ballots,
provi ded, however, that the time so specified shall be [ret-tess—than
twe] no later than forty-six days [p+e+—te—the—date—of] before the
el ection at which the ballots will be used

b. A candidate, whose nane appears on the ballot [fer—an—-election
distriet] or his or her designated representative, may, in the presence
of the election officer attending the [weting—rachine] ballot, inspect
t he [Laee—e#—%he—naeh+ne] ballot to see that his or her ballot [+abelH]
position is in its proper pIace[——bHL—aL—ne—L+ne—da#+ng—+he—+nspee++en
shall—the—beeth—the——clesed] pl aces.

3. Each officer or board charqed mﬁth the duty of preparing ballots
to be used with voting machines or systems in any election shall give
witten notice, by first class mail, to all candi dates, except candi-
dates for nmenber of the county committee, who are lawfully entitled to
have their names appear thereon, of the tine when, and the place where,




OCoO~NOUIRAWNPEF

S. 2300--A 19

they may inspect the voting machines or systens to be used for such
el ection. The candidates or their designated representatives nmay appear
at the tinme and place specified in such notice to view the conduct of
the | ogic and accuracy testing required to be perfornmed on such voting
machi nes or systens, provided however, that the tinme so specified shal
be not less than twenty days prior to the date of the el ection.

§ 16. Section 7-130 of the election law is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 7-130. Ballots; examnation by voters and instruction in use of
voting machi nes. One or nore voting machines which shall contain the
ball ot labels, showing the [party—enblens—and] title of officers to be
voted for, and which shall so far as practicable contain the nanmes of
the candidates to be voted for, shall be placed on public exhibition in
sone suitable place by the board of elections, in charge of conpetent
instructors, for at |east three days during the thirty days next preced-
ing an election. No voting machine which is to be assigned for use in an
election shall be used for such purpose after having been prepared and
sealed for the election. During such public exhibition, the counting
mechani sm of the nmachine shall be conceal ed fromview and the doors may
be tenporarily opened only when authorized by the board or officia
havi ng charge and control of the election. Any voter shall be allowed to
exam ne such nmachi ne, and upon request shall be instructed in its use.

§ 17. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to
ballots to be used for elections occurring on or after the first day of
July next succeeding the year in which it shall have becone a | aw




