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AN ACT to anmend chapter 137 of the |laws of 1817 relating to slaves and
servants, in relation to acknow edgi ng the tragedy of slavery in New
York state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Chapter 137 of the laws of 1817 relating to slaves and
servants is amended by adding a new section XXXIl-a to read as foll ows:

8 XXXIIl-a. Acknowl edges that slavery, the transatlantic and the
donestic slave trade were appalling tragedies in the history of New York
state not only because of their abhorrent barbarismbut also in terns of
their magnitude, organized nature and especially their negation of the
humanity of the enslaved person. The governnent of the state of New York
further acknowl edges that the institutions of slavery and the sl ave
trade in enslaved persons are now and should always have been crines
against this state as well as crines against humanity. The governnent of
the state of New York formally apologizes for its role in sanctioning,
exploiting and perpetuating slavery and its vestiges, including the
enactnment of slave codes that created the exploitation and abuse of
children, and the dissolution of their famlies as personified by the
life and |l egacy of Sojourner Truth.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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