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January 9, 2019

Introduced by Sens. BENJAM N, BAILEY, CARLUCCI, COWRIE, G ANARI S, HOYL-
MAN, KAM NSKY, KAVANAGH, KENNEDY, KRUEGER, MAYER, PARKER, PERSAUD,
Rl VERA, SAVI NO SEPULVEDA, SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be committed to the Committee on Children and
Fam |ies

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to reporting of
unacconpani ed alien children by authorized agenci es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known as and nay be cited as the "SCAR
Act" or the "Separation of Children Accountability Response Act".

8§ 2. Section 372 of the social services law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. (a) An authorized agency as defined in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
subdi vision ten of section three hundred seventy-one of this title shall
be required to report the following information to the conmm ssioner
every fifteen days:

(i) the nunber of unacconpanied alien children newly accepted into the
aut hori zed agency's care within the previous fifteen days under a
contract, grant, or other agreenent with the federal governnent;

(ii) the nunber of unacconpanied alien children released fromthe
aut hori zed agency's care within the previous fifteen days under a
contract, grant, or other agreenent with the federal governnent;

(iii) the nunber of unacconpanied alien children currently under the
aut hori zed agency's care under a contract, grant, or other agreenent
with the federal governnent at the tine of the report;

(iv) the nedian and nean nunber of days unacconpanied alien children
have spent in the care of the authorized agency under a contract, grant,
or _other agreenent with the federal governnment and the total nunber of
days spent in the custody of the federal governnment, if known;
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(v) (1) the nunmber of unacconpanied alien children in the authorized
agency's care who were renpved fromthe care or custody of their parents
by an official, agent or agency of the federal government while entering
or attenpting to enter the United States or after having entered the
United States, and (2) the nunber of unacconpanied alien children previj-
ously removed from the custody of their parents and placed in the
aut hori zed agency's care that have been restored to the custody of their
parents;

(vi) the nunber of unacconpanied alien children in the authorized
agency's care whose primary language is not English, including the
nunber of children speaking each language and the prinmary |anguage
spoken by such children;

(vii) the nunber of unacconpanied alien children placed into partic-
ular types of care or custody including, but not Ilimted to, transi-
tional foster care, long-termfoster care, secure care or staff-secure
care; and

(viii) any other information the comm ssioner deens necessary.

(b) Reports to the conm ssioner shall not reveal identifying informa-
tion about specific cases or individuals, and the commi ssi oner shal
ensure that all reporting requirenents conply with federal laws, requ-
lations, and policies. A person who knowingly subnits false information
required by this subdivision shall be guilty of offering a false instru-
nent for filing under article one hundred seventy-five of the penal |aw

(c) The conm ssioner nay deny, revoke, or termnate an authorized
agency's existing licensures or registrations for failure to provide
such information in the prescribed tine frane.

(d) The commi ssioner shall conpile such data utilizing the office of
children and famly services' bureau of research, evaluation and
performance analytics (hereinafter referred to as the "bureau"). The
bureau, or its successor agency, shall supply such information to the
conm ssi oner _and governnent officials upon request, and shall nake such
information available to the public in a manner accessible to the public
in real-tine.

(e) For purposes of this subdivision, the term"alien" is defined as
any person not a citizen or national of the United States, the term
"child" shall have the sanme neaning as defined in section three hundred
seventy-one of this title, and the term "unacconpanied" with regard to
an alien child is defined consistent with federal |law and shall include
children who were unacconpani ed when they crossed the border and chil-
dren who were not acconpanied when they crossed the border but were
rendered unacconpanied by renpval fromthe care or custody of their
parent or guardi an.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




