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STATE OF NEW YORK

1795

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 16, 2019

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to including certain
chronic and often m sunderstood illnesses, primarily affecting wonen
for which there are no diagnostic tests or cures wthin the health
care and wel | ness education and outreach program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 207 of the public health law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (p) to read as foll ows:

(p) Chronic and often m sunderstood illnesses which primarily affect
wonen for which there are no diagnostic tests or cures, including but
not limted to:

(1) nvalgic encephalonyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome (ME/CES), a
nulti-system di sease associated with neurological, inmmnological and
energy netabolisminpairnent characterized by |ong-standing and debili -
tating fatigue with a delayed exacerbation of synptons and loss of
stamina following even mnimal nental or physical function; synptons nay
also include cognitive dysfunction, sleep abnornalities, autononc
mani f estati ons and pain; and

(2) fibronyalgia (FM. a conplex chronic pain disorder characterized
by widespread nuscul oskeletal pain acconpanied by fatigue, cognitive
difficulties and sleep problens; synptons may al so include tension head-
aches, tenporonmandibular joint (TM) di sorders, irritable bowel
syndrone, anxi ety and depression.

Gven there are no diagnostic tests or bionmarkers, and no approved
treatnents for nyalgic encephalonyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrone and
few for fibronyalgia, diagnhosis and nmanagenent of these di seases can be
nore difficult and, as a result, education and awareness of health care
providers and the public is inperative. Provided that the program for
such illnesses shall include an advisory council under this section that
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shall include representatives of people wth encephalonyelitis/chronic
fatigue syndrone and fibronyalgia, and their fanilies and health care
providers who specialize in treating such illnesses and other chronic
and often m sunderstood illnesses which primarily affect wonen for which
there are no diagnostic tests or cures, anong others.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




