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STATE OF NEW YORK

1686

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 15, 2019

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring a study and
report on the total cost of developing all student assessnents and to
establish a content review conmttee to review standardi zed test itens
and passages; and nmking an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education |law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 57 to read as foll ows:

57. a. The comm ssioner shall undertake a study to deterni ne the total
cost of developing all student assessnents, including the total cost of
preparing students for all assessnments, the total cost of adninistering
all assessnents, and the total cost of grading and reviewing all assess-
nents in the two thousand ei ghteen--two thousand ni neteen school year.

b. This study required pursuant to paragraph a of this subdivision
shall result in a report, which details all said costs and shall be
filed with the governor, the director of the division of the budget. the
speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the
chair of the assenbly ways and neans conmittee, the chair of the senate
finance comrittee and the chairs of the assenbly and senate education
conmttees. Such report shall also be posted on the website of the
departnent by Decenber thirty-first, two thousand nineteen and shall be
deened a public docunent.

c. The commissioner's study shall include, but not be limted to, the
follow ng information:

(1) The total nunmber of student assessnents administered in each
school district in the state. This shall include a count of state
required assessnents and assessnments which are locally or commercially
devel oped assessnents which are adm nistered by public school districts
and the total nunber of assessnents each student cohort was adnini stered
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on average fromkindergarten through grade twelve during the two thou-
sand ei ghteen--two thousand ni neteen school vyear:;

(2) The total cost of student assessnents adninistered in each schoo
district in the state. The total cost shall be disaggregated to deter-
mne the anmpunt of public funds which were expended on non-schoo
district enployees. vendors, and other entities with which the state and
school districts contract for student assessnent purposes including
purchase and licensing costs, test devel opnent, test booklets, scoring
sheets and scoring costs;

(3) Logistical, preparation and adninistration costs including, but
not |limted to, distributing and <collecting assessnent naterials,
assessnent directions, and storing naterials;

(4) Cost of test preparation materials;

(5) Cost of data coaches;

6) Cost of data analysis or dashboard systens, information technolo
nmai nt enance, purchase, or upgrade;

(7) Cost of professional developnent focused prinmarily on student
assessnent dat a;

(8) Cost of training for test administrators and proctors;

(9) Per-pupil costs of any additional assessnents administered to
student subgroups including English | anguage | earners, students receiv-
ing intervention or renediation services, students with disabilities,
and econoni cally di sadvant aged students; and

10) Any other costs related to student assessnents.

d. In addition, the study shall determine the total anpunt of tine
spent by school administrators, teachers, and students on student
assessnents and associated activities during the two thousand ei ght een-
-two thousand nineteen school vyear. This shall include tine spent by
students taking all state and district assessnents; tinme spent by schoo
adnmi ni strators and teachers for admnistrative tasks such as distribut-
ing and collecting answering sheets and giving directions, and the total
anount of tinme spent preparing students to take the assessnents. Tine
related data collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be di saggregated
by the follow ng student groups: English |anguage |earners, students
receiving intervention or renediation services, students with disabili-
ties, general education students. and econoni cally di sadvant aged
students.

e. The comm ssioner shall submt the nethodol ogy used to calculate the

costs associated with student assessnents to the conptroller before the

comni ssi oner _conducts the study pursuant to this subdivision. The conp-
troller shall make a witten analysis of the nmethodol ogy used by the

conm ssioner to deternmine the costs associated with student assessnents.
The conptroller's analysis shall include a determ nation about the qual -
ity of the nethodol ogy used by the conmi ssioner and the extent to which
the nethodology wll result in an analysis that properly accounts for
the actual costs incurred by school districts on student assessnents and
related activities.

§ 2. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 60 to read as foll ows:

60. a. The commi ssioner shall undertake a state-w de survey of schoo
adninistrators and teachers about the tine they spend on test prepara-
tion for each student assessnent and the inpact of test preparation on
the quality of instruction. The survey shall provide school adninistra-
tors and teacher respondents anonymty. The survey shall include: the

inpact that student assessnents have on curriculum the ampunt of tinme a
teacher spends on test-taking strategies, sinmulating the testing envi-
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ronment, and aligning curriculumcontent to assessnents; the extent to
which assessnents affect instruction tine for di fferent st udent
subgroups; and any other relevant guestions about the inpact of student
assessnents on the school learning environnent. In addition the survey
shall solicit recommendations fromschool adnmnistrators and teachers
regarding neking student assessnents cost effective, tine efficient,
supportive of teaching and learning, aligned wth the curriculum and
focused on student and teacher growth.

b. This survey shall result in a report which details the results and
conclusions fromthe survey and shall be filed with the governor, the
director of the division of the budget. the speaker of the assenbly, the
tenporary president of the senate, the chair of the assenbly ways and
neans conmttee, the chair of the senate finance conmttee and the
chairs of the assenbly and senate education comm ttees by Decenber thir-
ty-first, two thousand nineteen. Such report shall also be posted on the
website of the departnent and shall be deened a public docunent. The
report shall not include any information which specifically identifies
any individual school administrator, teacher or pupil

§ 3. Section 305 of the education lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 51-b to read as foll ows:

51-b. On or before June first, two thousand nineteen., and each vyear
thereafter, the conmi ssioner shall release a significant anpunt of test
questions and corresponding correct answers from each of the nost
recently adninistered English |anguage arts and nathematics exam nations
in grades three through eight of that year. The nunber of questions and
answers released shall not be so significant as to hinder or inpair the
validity and/or reliability of future exam nations but shall provide
enough of an overview of each exami nation so that teachers, admnistra-
tors, principals, parents and students can be provided with sufficient
feedback on the types of questions administered and, by July first, two
thousand nineteen, and each year thereafter, the commi ssioner shal
rel ease the general student success rate in answering such questions
correctly.

§ 4. The sum of eight mllion four hundred thousand dollars
(%8, 400, 000), or so nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-
priated to the departnment of education out of any nobneys in the state
treasury in the general fund to the credit of the state purposes
account, not otherw se appropriated, and nade i medi ately avail able, for
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of subdivision 51-b of
section 305 of the education | aw, as added by section three of this act
and for creating and printing nore fornms of state standardi zed assess-
ments in order to elimnate stand-alone multiple choice field tests and
release a significant amount of test questions. Such noneys shall be
payabl e on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the conmssioner of education in the manner
prescribed by | aw

§ 5. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 61 to read as foll ows:

61. The commissioner is authorized and directed to establish a content
review committee for the purpose of reviewing any standardi zed test
itens and/or sel ected passages for use on state assessnents in grades
three through eight to ensure that they are grade appropriate and that
the conplexity of the itens and passages are within grade-level expecta-
tions. Such committee shall also ensure that any test itens and/or

sel ected passages are fair and appropriately neasure the | earning stand-
ards approved by the board of regents applicable to such subject and/or
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grade level. Such committee shall also ensure that adequate and appro-
priate tine is given to students for the administration of such assess-
nents, provided however that subdivision forty-nine of this section nust

be complied with. The content review committee shall include classroom
teachers and experienced educators in the content area and/or grade
level of the itens/passages being reviewed, including teachers of

students with disabilities and English | anguage | earners.
§ 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.



