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STATE OF NEW YORK

9598

| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2020

Introduced by M of A ARROYO CRUZ -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Correction

AN ACT to establish the incarcerated individual undergraduate degree
conpletion task force; and providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The state departnent of corrections and community super-
vision shall establish an incarcerated individual undergraduate degree
conpletion task force for correction facilities to exam ne, evaluate and
i ssue recomendations on howto ensure courses taken by individuals
while incarcerated qualify for degree conpletion at a qualified state
col l ege or university.

§ 2. For the purpose of this act the followng ternms have the follow
i ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Qualified state college or university" shall nmean a canmpus of the
state wuniversity of New York, a canpus of the city university of New
York, or a canpus of the conmi ssion on independent colleges and univer-
sities.

(b) "Commissioner" shall mean the state comm ssioner of corrections
and community supervi sion.

8 3. (a) Such task force shall consist of nine nmenbers that shall be
appointed as follows: si x menbers shall be appointed by the governor

with recormendations fromthe state university of New York, the city
university of New York and the commi ssion on independent coll eges and
uni versities; one nenber shall be appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate; one nenber shall be appointed by the speaker of the
assenbly; and one nenber shall be appointed by the conmmissioner of
corrections.

(b) The task force shall be chaired by the comr ssioner or selected by
the comm ssioner fromthe appointed nenbers. The task force shall el ect
a vice-chair and other necessary officers from anong all appointed
menbers.
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(c) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the task force.

8 4. The task force shall, in collaboration with the departnent of
corrections and community supervision and the departnent of education,
and in consultation with the state university of New York, the city
university of New York and the conmi ssion on independent colleges and
uni versities, exam ne, evaluate and issue reconmendati ons on:

(a) ensuring all credits received froma qualified state college or
uni versity or an approved incarcerated individual undergraduate college
program are transferable and apply to undergraduate degree programs
offered at a qualified state college or university;

(b) what credit courses shall be offered, including but not I|imted
to: (i) when such courses will be offered, (ii) how many individuals are
able to take part in the programat each state correctional facility,
(iii) what educational materials wll be provided for each credit
course; (iv) what nechanismfor learning will be utilized to teach the
credit courses; (v) the credit equivalency to other like credit courses
offered at a qualified state college or university; and (vi) any other
i ssue the task force deens necessary in determning what credit courses
shall be offered;

(c) how, if applicable, a qualified state college or university w |l
collaborate with state correctional facilities to provide undergraduate
degree conpletion program services, including but not limted to: (i)
academ ¢ counselors, (ii) instructional personnel, (iii) tutoring
services, or (iv) any other service the task force deens necessary to
assist incarcerated individuals in conpleting their under gr aduat e
degr ee

(d) various nmethods to fund or otherwi se raise capital for such incar-
cerated individual undergraduate degree conpletion prograns; and

(e) any other issue such task force deens rel evant.

8 5. The task force may, as it deens appropriate, request that
studi es, surveys, or analyses relating to the task force's powers and
duties be performed by any state departnent, comm ssion, agency or
public authority. All state departnents, comr ssions, agencies or public
authorities shall provide information and advice in a tinmely manner and
ot herwi se assist the task force with its work.

8§ 6. The departnent of corrections and comunity supervision shal
provide staff services to the task force and such other admnistrative
assistance as my be necessary for the task force to carry out its
duties, functions and powers.

§ 7. The task force shall make and subnit a report of its findings,
concl usions and reconmendations to the governor, the tenporary president
of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly on or before February 1,
2021 and shall subnmit with its report legislative proposals as it deens
necessary to i nplenent such reconmendati ons.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed March 1, 2021



