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STATE OF NEW YORK
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| N ASSEMBLY

January 24, 2020

Introduced by M of A MDONALD -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to requiring certi-
fied treatnent progranms to notify patients of their right to nane an
enmer gency contact

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as "Stephen's
| aw".

8§ 2. The nental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section 32.17-a
to read as follows:

§ 32.17-a Notification of energency contact.

Every certified treatnent programshall notify every patient of their
right to identify individuals who should be contacted in case of ener-
gency, as such termis defined by the commi ssioner.

8§ 3. The office of addiction services and supports shall devel op
guidelines to encourage certified treatnment programs to work wth
patients to identify individuals who can assist in their treatnment and
recovery, and to identify those individuals who can serve as an energen-
cy contact person for such patient. Such guidelines shall provide
instruction to certified treatnment prograns regardi ng reconmrended proto-
cols for conmunicating with energency contacts.

§ 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have become a law. Effective i mediately, the devel opnent of
gui del i nes necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized to be made and conpl eted on or before such date.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted
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