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Introduced by M of A QUART, BICHOITE -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Local Governments

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal |aw and the real property tax |aw,
inrelation to the sale and | ease of certain nunicipal property for
the cultivation and sale of fresh fruits and vegetabl es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent and findings. The legislature finds that
there exists in certain nunicipalities an excess of vacant property that
is not needed for public use and such vacant properties present numerous
probl ens for these nmunicipalities including presenting the opportunity
for crimnal activity, deterring neighboring property owners from
inproving their properties and prospective purchasers and renters from
locating into these areas, and serving as a location to dispose of
unwanted itens. Due, in part, to increasing population densities, the
deterioration of infrastructure such as parks, and fiscal constraints,
these municipalities have been challenged to offer residents opportu-
nities to enhance the quality of their lives. Minicipal residents al so
suffer froma shortage of fruits and vegetables due to the scarcity of
full service supernmarkets and farner's markets within certain munici-
palities. The shortages of recreational opportunities and sources of
fresh fruits and vegetables have contributed to increases in childhood
obesity and ot her adverse health consequences for rmunicipal residents.
Aut horization for municipalities to l|lease and sell wvacant land to
nonprofit entities to cultivate these |ands can provide both recreation-
al opportunities and a source of fresh, locally grown fruits and vegeta-
bles for local residents. The nonprofit cultivation of previously vacant
I and by nonprofit entities is a public purpose for which the long term
| ease and sal e of these properties, and exenption from property taxation
therefor, is warranted, even in those instances when produce is sold to
further the mssion of these nonprofit entities.
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8§ 2. The general nmunicipal |law is anended by adding a new section 96-c
to read as foll ows:

8 096-c. Sale or lease of nunicipally owned land for the cultivation
and sale of fruits and vegetables. 1. Notwi thstanding the provisions of
any general., special or local law applicable to the sale or |ease of
real property by a nunicipality, vacant public land may be sold or
leased for a consideration, which nmay be nomnal, to a nonprofit organ-
ization to cultivate and sell fresh fruits and vegetables on or off the
property. For purposes of this section, "vacant public land" shall nean
any land owned by a nunicipality that is not in use for a public
purpose, is otherwise unoccupied, idle or not being actively utilized
for a period of at least six npnths.

2. Any deed, lease or instrunent by which real property is conveyed or
di sposed of pursuant to this section shall contain provisions requiring
the purchaser or |essee to use such property for purposes consi stent
with the cultivation and sale of fresh fruits and vegetabl es.

3. A municipality may establish a program in conjunction wth the
cooperative extension or county extension association for ready iden-
tification of accessible land resources in the nunicipality available
for such use.

4. A nmunicipal corporation may assist the devel opnent of such property
by contributing, or providing at cost., fromresources under the contro
of the municipality., upon agreenent with the purchaser or | essee of such
|l and as approved pursuant to the local finance law initial site prepa-
ration, including top soil and grading; water systens; perineter fenc-
ing; storage bins or sheds, and other necessary appurtenances or equip-
nent .

5. A nmunicipality shall disclose to a purchaser or |essor of property
under this section that the nunicipality has not conducted any tests on

the soil on the property and the nmunicipality does not know the condi-
tion of the soil and makes no representations as to the conposition of
the soil. Nothing in this section shall be deened to relieve a nunici-

pality fromliability under title fourteen of article twenty-seven of
the environnmental conservation |aw

8§ 3. Section 420-a of the real property tax law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 15 to read as fol |l ows:

15. Real property., sold pursuant to section ninety-six-c of the gener-
al  municipal law, used for the cultivation and sale of fresh fruits and
veget ables by a corporation or association shall be exenpt from taxa-
tion, provided that the sale of such fruit and vegetables is related and
incidental to the nonprofit purposes of the corporation or association
and the net proceeds received by the corporation or association are used
to further the nonprofit purposes of the corporation or association

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




