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STATE OF NEW YORK

8214--B

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 7, 2019

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA, ASHBY -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Transportation -- recommitted to the Conmittee on
Transportation in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said commttee -- again reported fromsaid commttee with anmend-
nments, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmmitted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to requiring the
commi ssi oner of transportation to establish nmethods of reporting safe-
ty issues with stretch |inousines

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 138 of the transportation law is anended by adding
a new subdivision 10 to read as foll ows:

10. (@) In consultation and cooperation with the conmi ssioner of nptor
vehicles, to establish, mnmaintain, nonitor, and publicize a toll-free
hotline operated and maintained by the departnent of nptor vehicles
through which any person may report safety issues with altered notor
vehicles comonly referred to as "stretch linmpusines” having a seating
capacity of nine or nore passengers, including the driver, used in the

busi ness of transporting passengers for conpensation. Upon the estab-
li shnent of such toll-free hotline, the commni ssioner and the conm SSi on-
er of notor vehicles shall require every such altered notor vehicle

registered in this state to have posted therein a notice providing the
departnent of transportation's safe |linb New York website address and
toll-free hotline nunber, in a formand nanner approved by the conm s-
sioner of notor vehicles. Such notice shall be posted in a manner | eqi-

bl e and conspi cuous to passengers in all seating positions of such
altered notor vehicles. For the purposes of this subdivision, the term
"safety issues" shall include, but not be linited to, the operationa

condition and functioning of such altered notor vehicle, notor vehicle
safety equipnent availability and condition, altered notor vehicle
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inspection and registration, issues related to certificates or pernits
issued to such altered notor vehicles for the transportation of passen-
gers by the United States departnent of transportation or the comi s-
sioner, and alleged violations of article nineteen. article nineteen-A
or title VIl of the vehicle and traffic law by a person during his or
her operation of such an altered notor vehicle.

(b) (i) The conmi ssioner may investigate reports received through such
website, and toll-free hotline related to the provisions of this article
or article seven of this chapter and, where the conm ssioner has veri -
fied such information, nay consider such verified information in the
enforcenment of such articles, and in setting priorities for enforcenent
activities.

(ii) The conmmissioner of notor vehicles may investigate reports
received by such website, and toll-free hotline related to the
provisions of article five, section three hundred eighty-three, article
fourteen, article nineteen, article nineteen-A and title VII of the
vehicle and traffic |aw and, where substantiated by such comm ssioner,
nmay consider such substantiated information in the enforcenent of arti-
cles five, fourteen, and nineteen-A and section three hundred eighty-
three of such law, and in setting priorities for enforcenent activities.

(iii) In consultation and cooperation with the conm ssioner of nptor
vehicles, the conm ssioner shall report on safety issues reported to
such website, and toll-free hotline and related investigations sunmari z-
ing (A the total nunber of safety issue reports received and the type
of safety issues reported; (B) the total nunber of safety issue reports
received and the type of safety issues reported where the conmm ssi oner
or the conm ssioner of notor vehicles, as applicable, verified the
information provided; (C enforcenent actions and other responses taken
by the conmm ssioner or the comm ssioner of notor vehicles, as applica-
ble, to safety issue reports received where the conm ssioner or the
conmm ssioner of notor vehicles, as applicable, has verified such infor-
mation; and (D) the length of tinme between the receipt of safety issue
reports fromsuch website, or hotline and enforcenent action or other
response by the conmnissioner or the conmmi ssioner of notor vehicles, as
applicable. Such report shall be made publicly available on the depart-
nent's website in a searchable format, and shall be published no |less
than once annually. Such report nmay also be included within the depart-
nent's annual report submitted pursuant to subdivision thirteen of
section fourteen of this chapter.

§ 2. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anmendment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplementation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




