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        Introduced  by  M. of A. OTIS -- read once and referred to the Committee
          on Environmental Conservation

        AN ACT to amend the  environmental  conservation  law,  in  relation  to
          enacting  the New York state comprehensive flood mitigation grant act;
          making an appropriation therefor and providing for the repeal of  such
          provisions upon expiration thereof

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may  be  cited  as
     2  the "New York state comprehensive flood mitigation grant act".
     3    §  2.  The  environmental  conservation law is amended by adding a new
     4  section 16-0121 to read as follows:
     5  § 16-0121. Comprehensive flood mitigation grant program.
     6    1. The commissioner shall establish a program which shall be known  as
     7  the  "comprehensive flood mitigation grant program". The purpose of this
     8  program is to aid municipalities with a  population  of  less  than  one
     9  million people to implement flood mitigation plans.
    10    2.  (a)  The commissioner shall establish the eligibility criteria and
    11  develop an application process to award  grants  to  municipalities  for
    12  flood  control  and  watershed  management projects; and for the capital
    13  costs related to the design, purchase and installation of flood  warning
    14  projects,  flood  mitigation  projects,  flood  relief projects or other
    15  related projects.
    16    (b) The commissioner may approve any application in which the projects
    17  described in the application are (i)  consistent  with  the  eligibility
    18  criteria  established  by  the commissioner pursuant to paragraph (a) of
    19  this subdivision; (ii) undertaken  as  part  of  a  comprehensive  flood
    20  management  plan  prepared and adopted by such municipality or part of a
    21  multi-municipal project  as  described  in  subdivision  three  of  this
    22  section; and (iii) not inconsistent with any state-wide flood management
    23  plan.
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     1    (c) If an application is disapproved, the commissioner shall set forth
     2  in writing the reason for disapproval.
     3    3.  Recognizing  that  flood  mitigation efforts frequently cross over
     4  municipal boundaries, the commissioner shall encourage municipalities to
     5  file joint applications for the  funding  of  multi-municipal  projects.
     6  Such  projects  shall  require  that one or more adjacent municipalities
     7  jointly agree to apply for capital funding for projects that impact  two
     8  or more municipalities, provided that the governing body of each munici-
     9  pality shall approve the multi-municipal application.
    10    4.  The department and eligible municipalities shall coordinate activ-
    11  ities under this section  with  all  related  state  and  federal  flood
    12  programs.
    13    §  3. The sum of ten million dollars ($10,000,000) is hereby appropri-
    14  ated to the department of environmental conservation out of  any  moneys
    15  in  the  state  treasury  in the general fund to the credit of the state
    16  purposes account,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  made  immediately
    17  available,  for  the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act.
    18  Such moneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the comptroller
    19  on vouchers certified or approved by the commissioner of the  department
    20  of environmental conservation in the manner prescribed by law.
    21    § 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
    22  it  shall  have  become  a  law  and shall expire and be deemed repealed
    23  December 31, 2028.


