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April 18, 2019

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring health
practitioners to discuss wth patients the risks associated with
certain pain nedications before prescribing such nedications

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by addi ng a new section
3309-b to read as foll ows:

8 3309-b. Practitioner and patient discussions; opioid prescriptions.
1. Prior to issuing the initial prescription of a Schedule Il controlled
substance for the treatnent of pain or any other opioid drug which is a
prescription drug for acute or chronic pain and again prior to issuinhg
the third prescription of the course of treatnent, a practitioner shal
discuss with the patient, or the patient's parent or guardian if the
patient is under eighteen vears of age and is not an enmnci pated mi nor,
the risks associated with the drugs being prescribed, including but not
limted to:

(a) the risks of addiction and overdose associated with opioid drugs
and the dangers of taking opioid drugs with al cohol, benzodi azepi nes and
other central nervous system depressants;

(b) the reasons why the prescription is necessary;

(c) alternative treatnents that may be avail able; and

(d) the risks associated with the use of the drugs being prescribed.
specifically that opioids are highly addictive, even when taken as
prescribed, that there is a risk of developing a physical or psychol og-
ical dependence on the controlled substance, and that the risks of
taking nore opioids than prescribed, or mxing sedatives, benzodiaze-
pi nes or alcohol wth opioids, can result in fatal respiratory

depr essi on.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. The departnent shall devel op and nmake

available to practitioners

gui delines for the discussion required by

this section.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal

have becone a |l aw. Effective i nmediately,

gui del i nes necessary

for

t he

implementation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be

made and conpl eted on or before such date.



