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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 4, 2019

Introduced by M of A BLAKE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Labor

AN ACT to anmend the labor law, in relation to unenpl oynent benefits for
qualified individuals during certain |apses in appropriations by the
United States government

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 591 of the l|abor |aw, as anmended
by chapter 413 of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as follows:

1. Unenpl oyment. Benefits, except as provided in [seetien] sections
five hundred ninety-one-a and five hundred ninety-one-b of this title,
shall be paid only to a claimant who is totally unenployed and who is
unabl e to engage in his usual enploynent or in any other for which he is
reasonably fitted by training and experience. A clainmant who is receiv-
ing benefits under this article shall not be denied such benefits pursu-
ant to this subdivision or to subdivision two of this section because of
such claimant's service on a grand or petit jury of any state or of the
United States.

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 591 of the |abor |aw, as anmended by
chapter 446 of the laws of 1981, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. Unenpl oynent. Benefits, except as provided in section five hundred
ninety-one-b of this title, shall be paid only to a claimnt who is
totally unenpl oyed and who is unable to engage in his wusual enploynent
or in any other for which he is reasonably fitted by training and expe-
rience. A claimant who is receiving benefits under this article shal
not be denied such benefits pursuant to this subdivision or to subdivi-
sion two of this section because of such claimant's service on a grand
or petit jury of any state or of the United States.

§ 3. Subdivision 2 of section 591 of the |abor |aw, as anmended by
chapter 413 of the laws of 2003, is amended to read as foll ows:
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2. Availability and capability. Except as provided in [sestioen]
sections five hundred ninety-one-a and five hundred ninety-one-b of this
title, no benefits shall be payable to any claimant who is not capable
of work or who is not ready, willing and able to work in his usua
enpl oynent or in any other for which he is reasonably fitted by training
and experi ence.

8§ 4. Subdivision 2 of section 591 of the |abor |aw, as anended by
section 12 of part O of chapter 57 of the laws of 2013, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. Availability, capability, and work search. [Ne] Except as provided
in section five hundred ninety-one-b of this title, no benefits shall be
payabl e to any clai mant who is not capable of work or who is not ready,
willing and able to work in his or her usual enploynent or in any other
for which he or she is reasonably fitted by training and experience and
who is not actively seeking work. In order to be actively seeking work a
claimant nust be engaged in systematic and sustained efforts to find
wor k. The conmi ssioner shall pronul gate regul ati ons defining systematic
and sustained efforts to find work and setting standards for the proof
of work search efforts.

8 5. The labor law is anended by adding a new section 591-b to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 591-b. Definitions. 1. For purposes of this section, the followng
ternms shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Qualified individual" shall nean an enployee or contractor who is
(i) a resident of this state and (ii) required to work as a United
States governnent enpl oyee or contractor during a covered lapse in
appropriations w thout conpensation.

(b) "Covered lapse in appropriations" shall nean any |lapse in appro-
priations by the United States governnent that begins on or after Decem
ber twenty-second, two thousand ei ghteen.

2. Eligibility for unenployment benefits. Fach qualified individua

shal | be eligible to receive unenmployment benefits pursuant to this
article for the tine period in which there was a covered | apse in appro-
priations.

8 6. This act shall take effect inmediately, provided that the anend-
ments to subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 591 of the |abor |aw nade by
sections one and three of this act shall be subject to the expiration
and reversion of such subdivisions pursuant to chapter 413 of the | aws
of 2003, as anended, when upon such date the provisions of sections two
and four of this act shall take effect.



