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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 12, 2019

Introduced by M of A CRESPO -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Housi ng

AN ACT to anend the public housing |law and the real property law, in
relation to tenporary reductions of rent for failure to maintain
services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public housing | aw is anmended by adding a new section
402-e to read as foll ows:

8 402-e. Tenporary reduction of rent. In addition to any other renedy
afforded by law, any tenant or representative on behalf of a building or
devel opnment nay apply to the state division of housing and comunity
renewal for a tenporary reduction in the rent paid by the tenant and for
an _order requiring services to be maintained as provided in paragraph
(d) of subdivision three of section two hundred thirty-five-b of the
real property law, or any applicable local law, ordinance or requlation,
and the conmissioner shall so reduce the rent if it is found that the
New York city housing authority has failed to nmintain such services.
The restoration of such services shall result in the prospective elim-
nation of such sanctions. The authority shall be supplied with a copy of
the application and shall be pernmitted to file an answer thereto. A
hearing may be held upon the request of either party, or the conmni ssion-
er may hold a hearing upon his or her own notion. The commi SSioner nay
consolidate the proceedings for petitions applicable to the sane build-
ing or group of buildings or developnent. In determning the inplenenta-
tion of the reduction of rent, the comm ssioner shall take into consid-
eration the inpact on the essential operations of the authority. If the
conm ssioner finds that the authority has knowingly filed a false
certification, he or she shall, in addition to abating the rent, assess
the authority wth the reasonable costs of the proceeding, including
reasonabl e attorneys' fees, and inpose a penalty not in excess of two
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hundred fifty dollars for each false certification. The anmpunt of the
reduction in rent ordered by the state division of housing and conmmunity
renewal under this section shall be reduced by any credit., abatenent or
offset in rent which the tenant has received pursuant to section two
hundred thirty-five-b of the real property law, that relates to one or
nore conditions covered by such order

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 235-b of the real property lawis
amended by adding a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:

(d) where the prem ses is owned or operated by the New York city hous-
ing authority as constituted by section four hundred one of the public
housing law, reduce the amunt awarded hereunder by the total anpunt of
any rent reduction ordered by the state division of housing and conmuni -
ty renewal pursuant to section four hundred two-e of the public housing
law, awarded to the tenant, from the effective date of such rent
reduction order, that relates to one or nore matters for which relief is
awarded hereunder .

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




