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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 7, 2019

Introduced by M of A SMTH -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to feloniously falsely
i mpersonating an attorney

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 485 of the judiciary law, as amended by chapter 492
of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 485. Violation of certain preceding sections a m sdeneanor. [Bxecept

L . . , : : ‘ b : , ]
Any person violating the provisions of section [fes—hundred—seventy—
eight—] four hundred seventy-nine, four hundred eighty, four hundred
ei ghty-one, four hundred eighty-two, or four hundred eighty-three [e+
four—hundred—elghty—fouw] of this article[+~] shall be guilty of a mi sde-
neanor .

§ 2. Section 485-a of the judiciary law, as amended by chapter 22 of
the aws of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 485-a. Violation of certain sections a class E felony. Any person
who viol ates the provisions of sections four hundred seventy-eight, four
hundred ei ghty-four, four hundred eighty-six or four hundred ninety-five
of this article is guilty of a class E felony when he or she[ —]
falsely holds hinself or herself out as a person licensed to practice
law in this state, a person otherwi se permitted to practice lawin this
state, or a person who can provide services that only attorneys are

aut hori zed to provide[+7and—42}—sauses—aneLhe;—pe;sen—%@—saiﬁef—npﬂQLaL¥

§ 3. Section 486 of the judiciary |l aw, as anended by chapter 492 of
the |l aws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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§ 486. Practice of |aw by attorney who has been disbarred, suspended,
or convicted of a felony. Any person whose admi ssion to practice as an
attorney and counsel or-at-1law has been revoked or who has been renpbved
from office as attorney and counselor-at-law or, being an attorney and
counselor-at-law, has been convicted of a felony or has been suspended
frompractice and has not been duly and regularly reinstated, who does
any act forbidden by the provisions of this article to be done by any
person not regularly admtted to practice lawin the courts of record of
this state, unless the judgnment, decree or order suspending him or her
shall permt such act, shall be guilty of a [#isderpaner—unless—other—

: : L . : I s od I F : b ]
class E felony.

8 4. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 495 of the judiciary |law, subdi-
vision 2 as added by chapter 1031 of the |aws of 1965, and subdivision 3
as anmended by chapter 492 of the |laws of 2012, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. No corporation or voluntary association shall itself or by or
through its officers, agents or enployees, solicit any claimor demand,
or [takern] take an assignnent thereof, for the purpose of representing
any person in the pursuit of any civil renedy, nor solicit any claim or
demand for the purpose of representing as attorney-at-law, or of
furnishing | egal advice, services or counsel to, a person sued or about
to be sued in any action or proceeding or agai nst whoman action or
proceedi ng has been or is about to be brought, or who may be affected by
any action or proceedi ng which has been or may be instituted in any
court or before any judicial body.

Not hing herein contained shall affect any assignment heretofore or
hereafter taken by any nobneyed corporation authorized to do business in
the state of New York or its nom nee pursuant to a subrogati on agreenent
or a salvage operation. Any corporation or voluntary association violat-
ing the provisions of this subdivision or of subdivision one of this
section shall be liable to a fine of not nore than five thousand dollars
and every officer, trustee, director, agent or enployee of such corpo-
ration or voluntary association who directly or indirectly engages in
any of the acts prohibited in this subdivision or in subdivision one of
this section or assists such corporation or voluntary association to do
such prohibited acts is guilty of a [msdemeanor] class E felony. The
fact that such officer, trustee, director, agent or enployee shall be a
duly and regularly admitted attorney-at-law, shall not be held to permt
or allow any such corporation or voluntary association to do the acts so
prohi bited nor shall such fact be a defense upon the trial of any of the
persons nentioned herein for a violation of the provisions of this
subdi vi si on or subdivision one of this section.

3. No voluntary association or corporation shall ask or receive
directly or indirectly, conpensation for preparing deeds, nortgages,
assi gnments, di scharges, |eases, or any other instrunents affecting rea
estate, wills, codicils, or any other instrunents affecting disposition
of property after death or decedents' estates, or pleadings of any Kkind
in actions or proceedings of any nature. Any association or corporation
V|0Iat|ng the prOV|S|ons of thls subd|V|S|on is QUIlty of a [n+sdeneane#

&FPFGL@] claés E felonv
8 5. This act shall take effect immediately.




