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STATE OF NEW YORK

5650

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2019

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRIGHT -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel oprment

AN ACT to establish a geoparks task force to provide a plan for the
identification of and nake recomendations for educational opportu-
nities associated with geological sites as geoparks throughout the
state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The | egislature hereby finds that the
state is geographically rich wth nunmerous and diverse significant
geological sites. In the nineteenth century this state was a world
center for the study of geology. Furthernore, the state nuseum along
with a nunber of private and public institutions of higher education
teach and engage in geologic research. There are at |east 68 significant
geol ogical sites within the 178 state parks.

The d obal Geoparks Network was established as a United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization programin 1998 to seek the
pronotion and conservation of the earth's geol ogical heritage, as well
as fostering sustainable research, education and devel opnent by inter-
ested conmunities. At least 58 geoparks in 18 countries have been
i ncluded in such network.

This legislature further finds that greater recognition of the state's
geologic resources would foster w der education about these resources
and sustai nabl e soci o-econoni ¢ devel opnent, such as geotourism

Therefore, this act establishes a geologic task force to survey and
formulate a plan for identifying sites for a system of geoparks, and a
managenent and devel opment strategy for geoparks.

8§ 2. There is hereby established a geoparks task force, which shal
consi st of eleven menbers. The nenbership of such task force shall be as
foll ows: the comm ssioner of parks, recreation and historic preservation
or his or her designee; the comm ssioner of education or his or her
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desi gnee; the conmi ssioner of environmental conservation or his or her
designee; two nmenbers appointed by the governor; two nenbers appointed
by the speaker of the assenbly; two nenbers appointed by the tenporary
president of the senate; one nenber appointed by the minority | eader of
the assenbly; and one menber appointed by the nminority |eader of the
senate. The appointed nmenbers of the task force shall be individuals
with experience in the areas of geol ogy, education, sustainable devel op-
ment and/or parks. The commi ssioner of education shall serve as chair of
the task force. The menbers of the task force shall receive no conpen-
sation for their services, but shall be allowed their actual and neces-
sary expenses incurred in the perfornmance of their duties pursuant to
this act.

8 3. On or before the first day of the twenty-fourth cal endar nonth
next succeeding the effective date of this act, the task force shal
submit a report to the governor and the legislature identifying the

sites with significant geol ogical resources including, but not Ilimted
to, sites within existing state parks and other parklands in the state.
The process of identification of such sites shall include: (a) consider-

ation of opportunities for utilizing the site as part of educational
prograns serving both students and visitors; (b) consideration of oppor-
tunities for socio-economc developnent that s sustainable such as
geotourism (c) consideration of methods for conserving and enhancing
geol ogical heritage that can foster teaching geoscientific disciplines
and broader environnmental issues; and (d) consideration of opportunities
for engagi ng and/ or connecting with state agencies, |ocal governnents,
heritage areas and private interests in the protection and nmanagenent of
this site.

Such report shall also include recomendations for prograns to accom
nmodat e both public and private use, and strategies for nanagenent plan-
ning for protection, devel opment and use. It shall also include an esti-
mate of public and private costs to inplenment recommendations in the
report.

The task force shall consult with officials and representatives of the
federal governnent and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization with responsibilities relating to geoscience,
par ks, sustai nabl e devel opnment and education relating to this act, and

shall conduct three public hearings in different areas of the state
while it is preparing the report.
The task force may request and shall receive from any departnent,

division, board, bureau, conmi ssion or other agency of the state or any
political subdivision thereof or any public authority such assistance
and data as nmay be necessary to enable it to carry out its responsibil-
ities under this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



