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STATE OF NEW YORK

5259--A

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 8, 2019

Introduced by M of A SIMON, GALEF, SIMOTAS, LiPETRI, TH ELE -- read
once and referred to the Conmttee on Education -- conm ttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to mandatory early
screening for dyslexia

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new section 319 to
read as foll ows:

8 319. Mandatory early screening for dyslexia. 1. Al school districts
shall be required to conduct full and individual screenings in accord-
ance with this section for purposes of early identification, support,
intervention and accommpdation of children with dyslexia and other
learning disabilities. For purposes of this section, the term"dyslexia"
neans a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin
and that is characterized by unexpected difficulties with accurate or
fluent word recognition and poor spelling and decoding abilities, which
difficulty typically results froma deficit in the phonol ogical conpo-
nent of |anguage and that is inconsistent wth the person's intelli-
gence, notivation, and sensory capabilities and the provision of effec-
tive instruction.

2. Mandatory early screening for dyslexia shall be conducted by each
school district wusing a digital assessnent tool that includes targeted
questions designed to quickly and reliably gather certain relevant func-
tional and devel opnental information fromall children described in this

subdi vi si on. Mandatory early screening shall commence during pre-
ki ndergarten or kindergarten, whichever is earlier, and shall continue
thereafter on an annual basis until such child has successfully

conpl eted the second grade.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. Upon conpletion of the admnistration of each nmandatory early
screening, a copy of each early screening report and any other findings
shall be given to the parent and/or guardian and teachers and teaching
assistants of each child, and the individual designated in subdivision
four of this section.

4. FEach school district shall designate an individual to naintain
conpl ete and accurate records, including copies of each early screening
report, for all children for the duration of each child's educational
pursuit or until such child reaches the age of sixteen, whichever is
later. The designated individual shall provide resources and materials
to the parent and/or guardian of any child who displays |ow phonemc
awar eness and other indications of dyslexia.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




