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STATE OF NEW YORK

4790

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 5, 2019

Introduced by M of A BLAKE, BENEDETTO COCK, DAVILA, DI CKENS, GOTT-
FRI ED, JEAN- Pl ERRE, JOYNER, MOSLEY, O DONNELL, PEOPLES- STOKES, RI VERA
SEAVWRI GHT, STECK -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A  CROUCH, LIFTON,
TITUS -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Correction

AN ACT to amend the correction law, in relation to establishing a pilot
program for the use of body-worn caneras on certain correction offi-
cers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 135
to read as foll ows:

8 135. Body canera for correction officers pilot program 1. The
conm ssioner shall, after consultation with the chairman of the state
conm ssion of corrections, establish a pilot programproviding for the
use of a body-worn personal video recording device on certain correction
officers assigned to the supervision of general population inmates at a
nmaxi num security facility. No fewer than fifty correction officers in a
single shift shall be selected to participate in this pilot program
Each officer chosen shall wear a personal video recording device affixed
to his or her uniform while on duty in the facility chosen for such

pil ot program The personal video recording device shall record all the
interactions of a correction officer and inmates under his or her care,
custody and control. The recording shall include both audio and video.

2. Al such equipnent shall be installed on or before six nonths after
the effective date of the chapter of |laws of two thousand nineteen that
added this section. The comnissioner shall pronmulgate all rules and
regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the provisions of this section. Such
rules and regulations shall require that all video recordings be cata-
| ogued and maintained as a record by the departnment for not Iess than
six nonths and shall establish nininum standards for the personal video
recording devices, and recording equipnent to be used and furthernore
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shall provide for the protection of personal privacy for those persons
whose actions may be recorded. No personal video recording devices nmay
be used as a neans to conduct surveillance upon any inmate, officer or
enpl oyee of the departnent.

3. The conmmissioner shall issue a report within six nonths of the
conpletion of the pilot programdetailing the use of and evaluating the
effectiveness of personal video recording devices including what inpact.,

if an the use of body-worn personal caneras has on assaultive behav-
iors, serious injury, death, and other indicators of increased physica

safety of inmates, officers and personnel, and which shall also provide

rel evant recomendati ons.

8 2. This act shall take effect six nonths after it shall have becone
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