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February 5, 2019

Introduced by M of A GALEF -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election | aw and the education law, in relation to
provi di ng public school districts the authority to decline or change a
school building' s designation as a polling |ocation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 4-104 of the election law, as
anended by chapter 694 of the laws of 1989, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. A building exenpt fromtaxation shall be used whenever possible as
a polling place if it is situated in the sane or a contiguous el ection
district, and may contain as many distinctly separate polling places as
public convenience may require. The expense, if any, incidental to its
use, shall be paid |like the expense of other places of registration and
voting. If a board or body enpowered to designate polling places chooses
a public school building for such purpose, the board or agency which
controls such building nust nmake available a room or roons in such
bui I di ng which are suitable for registration and voting and which are as
close as possible to a convenient entrance to such building and nust
make avail abl e any such room or roonms which the board or body designat-
ing such building determines are accessible to physically disabled
voters as provided in subdivision one-a of this section: provided,
however, not later than thirty days after a public school building
receives notice of its designation as a polling place, the board or
agency controlling such building may file a witten request for a
cancellation of such designation. Upon receipt of such request, the
board or body enpowered to so designate shall cancel such designation
Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of any general, special or local law, if
a board or body enpowered to designate polling places chooses a publicly
owned or |eased building, other than a public school building, for such
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pur poses the board or body which controls such building nmust nmake avail -
able a roomor roons in such building which are suitable for registra-
tion and voting and which are as close as possible to a convenient
entrance to such building, and nust nake avail abl e any such room or
roonms which the board or body designating such building determnes are
accessible to physically disabled voters unless, not later than thirty
days after notice of its designation as a polling place, the board or
body controlling such building, files a witten request for a cancell a-
tion of such designation with the board or body enpowered to designate
polling places on such formas shall be provided by the board or body
maki ng such designation. The board or body enpowered to so designate
shall, within twenty days after such request is filed, determ ne whether
the use of such building as a polling place would unreasonably interfere
with the wusual activities conducted in such building and upon such
determ nati on, nmay cancel such designation.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 2002 of the education |aw, as anmended by
section 5 of part C of chapter 58 of the laws of 1998, 1is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. The annual neeting and election of each school district shall be
held on the third Tuesday of May in each year, provided, however that
such annual neeting and el ection shall be held on the second Tuesday in
May if the conmissioner at the request of a |ocal school board certifies
no later than March first that such election would conflict wth reli-
gious observances. Unless the hour and place thereof shall have been
fixed by a vote of a previous district neeting, the sane shall be held
in the school house at seven-thirty o' clock in the evening in the case of
a school district that is not divided into election districts and
conducts its election or vote by recording the ayes or noes of the qual-
ified voters attending, or, in the case of all other districts, during
at least six consecutive hours after six a.m, tw of which hours shal
be after six p.m as determned by resolution of the trustees or board
of education, provided, however, that the trustees or board of education
of any school district that conducted its annual neeting at seven-thirty
p.m in nineteen hundred ninety-seven may conduct its annual election
and budget vote at such time in nineteen hundred ninety-eight. If a
district possesses nore than one school house, it shall be held in the
one usual ly enpl oyed for that purpose, unless the trustees or board of
education designate another, provided that if the school district is
divided into election districts such annual neeting and election shal
be held at such place in each election district as the board of educa-
tion may designate. If by resolution of the trustees or board of educa-
tion the district [pessesses—ho—sechoolhouse—or—H+—the—schoolhouse—shat-

] elects to designate a publicly
accessible location within d|str|ct boundaries that is not a schoo
building for purposes of conducting the annual neeting and el ection
such annual neeting and election shall be held at such place as the
trustees or board of education, or the clerk, shall designate in the
notice.

§ 3. Section 2604 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 741 of
the |l aws of 1954, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 2604. Division of «city school district into school election

districts; elections held in school houses. The board of education of
each city school district shall adopt a resolution on or before the
first day of April, preceding the first annual school election held

hereunder, dividing the city school district into school election
districts. The city school district shall be so divided that if circum
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