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STATE OF NEW YORK

4596

2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2019

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRIGHT -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COOK, GALEF, @AICK, ORTIZ -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health | aw and the environnmental conservation
law, in relation to reporting of pesticide poisonings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of paragraph (t) of subdivision 5 of
section 225 of the public health law is designated subparagraph (i) and
a new subparagraph (ii) is added to read as foll ows:

(ii) notwithstanding the requirenents of subparagraph (i) of this
paragraph, every health care practitioner licensed or certified under
title eight of the education law acting within his or her |awful scope
of practice in attendance with a person with confirned or suspected
pesticide poisoning, or clinical laboratory test results which show
abnormally depressed cholinesterase levels and abnormally elevated
tissue levels of pesticides, shall report such occurrence to the conmm s-
sioner and the conm ssioner of environnental conservation wthin twen-
ty-four hours, including the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the
person exposed to pesticides; the nature of the pesticide exposure; the
| ocation where the exposure occurred; the nane of the pesticide applica-
tor, if applicable, who applied or otherwi se handled the pesticide; and
the pesticide identified or suspected in the pesticide poisoning or test
results. Every person with confirnmed or suspected pesticide poisoning or
clinical |laboratory test results which show abnornmally depressed choli -
nesterase levels and abnormally elevated tissue |evels of pesticides
shall be informed by the health care practitioner licensed or certified
under title eight of the education law acting within his or her | awful
scope of practice, that all information and data fromthe diagnosis or
test results wll be disclosed to the departnent of environnental
conservation. Such person shall be inforned that their nane, address and
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tel ephone nunber will be kept confidential, except that he or she may
wai ve this confidentiality if they wish. Confidentiality of the person's
nane, address and tel ephone nunber shall be the shared responsibility of
the departnment and the departnent of environnental conservation, except
if the person waives this right.

8 2. Section 71-2903 of the environnental conservation lawis anended
by adding a new subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. The conmissioner, or any authorized designee of the comm ssioner,
shall imediately investigate all reports fromthe departnment of health,
pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (t) of subdivision five of
section two hundred twenty-five of the public health law, of confirned
or suspected pesticide poisoning or clinical laboratory test results
whi ch show abnornmal depressed cholinesterase |evels and abnormal
elevated tissue |levels of pesticides. The commissioner shall annually
report in detail the results of such investigations of confirnmed or
suspected incidence of pesticide poisoning and results of all clinica
| aboratory test results which show abnormally depressed cholinesterase
levels and abnormally elevated tissue levels of pesticides., excluding
only the nanes, addresses and tel ephone nunbers of the persons exposed
to pesticides, unless this right to confidentiality has been waived, to
the speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the
chairs of the senate and assenbly environmental conservation and health
conmttees and the comm ssioner of health by January thirtieth for the
previ ous calendar year. Al information and data from conpleted investi-
gations shall be available to the public through the freedom of inforna-
tion law, except as such infornation is required to be kept confidentia
and that confidentiality has not been waived.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




