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Introduced by M of A SEAWRICGHT -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to optional excusal from
jury service for persons age 70 and over

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 517 of the judiciary law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph 3 to read as foll ows:

(3) An application for excusal fromthe whole of the tine of jury
service shall be granted hereunder upon the request of any person who is
seventy vears of age or over nade to the conm ssioner of jurors, wthout

any need to show nental or physical i ncapacity, undue hardship or
extrene inconvenience to the applicant. The application with proof of
age shall be presented to the conmi ssioner by mail, fax, email or in

person at such tinme as he or she shall require.

8§ 2. Subdivision (c) of section 517 of the judiciary |law, as anmended
by chapter 86 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

(c) [+»] Except as provided in paragraph three of subdivision (a) of
this section, in determ ning whether an application for excusal should
be granted, the conmi ssioner or the court shall consider whether the
applicant has a mental or physical condition that causes himor her to
be incapable of performing jury service or there is any other fact which
i ndi cates that attendance for jury service in accordance wth the
summons would cause undue hardship or extrene inconvenience to the
applicant, a person under his or her care or supervision, or the public.
Except as provided in paragraph two of subdivision (a) of this section,
in determ ning whether an application for postponenent should be grant-
ed, the conm ssioner or the court shall be guided by standards promul-
gated by the chief administrator of the courts.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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