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February 1, 2019

Introduced by M of A RA VANEL, G G.IO D PIETRO LAWRENCE, GARBARI NO
-- read once and referred to the Corm ttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to creating the "science,
t echnol ogy, engineering and mathematics (STEM College Affordability
Pr ogr ant

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "science,
technol ogy, engineering and nathematics (STEM college affordability
progrant.

8§ 2. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that higher education
is critical to the future of many New Yorkers and highly skilled work-
force in STEMfields is critical for supporting New York's economy. The
rising cost of <college is placing a financial strain on students and
families. Addressing the financial strain and the need to invest in a
highly educated workforce are necessary steps in securing the future.
Therefore the STEM col |l ege affordability program or STEM CAP, is estab-
lished to provide fanmilies with the ability to send their <children to
college to earn a bachelor's degree leading to a career in science,
technol ogy, education, nathematics, or agricultural sci ences for
$10,000. The STEM college affordability program provides deserving
students and their fanmilies an affordable pathway to a coll ege education
that will lead to a career in some of New York's strongest and fastest
growi ng industries.

8 3. The education |law is anmended by adding a new article 13-C to read
as follows:

ARTICLE 13-C
STEM CO LEGE AFFORDABI LI TY PROGRAM
Section 640. Definitions.
640-a. Duties of the conmm ssioner.
640-b. I ncone.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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640-c. Eligibility.
640-d. Duration

640-e. Cost of program
640-f. Financial aid.
640-g. Notification.

8 640. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Participating community college" neans any conmunity coll ege
established and operated pursuant to the provisions of article one
hundred twenty-six of this chapter, and providing two-year post-secon-
dary prograns in general and technical education subjects and receiving
financial assistance fromthe state.

2. "Participating four-year college" neans any university or college
of the state university of New York as established by subdivision three
of section three hundred fifty-two of this chapter and the city univer-
sity of New York as established by article one hundred twenty-five of
this chapter that provide four-year bachel or degree prograns.

3. "Approved programt shall nean an approved undergraduate program
leading to a career in science, technology, engineering, nathematics, or
agricultural sciences.

4. "Good academ c standing" for the purposes of this article neans
retaining a mninmum grade point average of 2.5 or the equival ent.

8 640-a. Duties of the conm ssioner. The conm ssioner shall establish

an _application and application process for the STEM coll ege affordabili-

ty program The conmi ssioner shall select one thousand qualified appli-
cants per vyear for participation in the STEM college affordability

program from anpbng candi dates who neet and exceed the nmininumeligibil-
ity requirenents, in order of nmerit on the basis of such conbination of
test scores., acadenmic records, and personal qualifications as the
conm ssioner deens appropriate.

8 640-b. Incone. 1. Definition. "lIncone" shall be the total of the
conbined net taxable incone and incone from pensions of New York state,
|l ocal governnents, the federal governnent and any private enployer of
the applicant, the applicant's spouse, and the applicant's parents or
|l egal quardian, including any pension and annuity incone excluded for
purposes of taxation pursuant to paragraph three-a of subsection (c) of
section six hundred twelve of the tax law, as reported in New York state
inconme tax returns for the calendar year next preceding the beginning of
the school year for which the application is made. The term "parent"
shall include birth parents, stepparents, adoptive parents and the
spouse of an adoptive parent. Incone, if not a whole dollar anpunt,
shall be assuned to be equal to the next |owest whole dollar anpunt. Any
change in the status of an applicant with regard to the persons respon-
sible for the applicant's support occurring after the beginning of any
senester shall not be considered to change the applicant's eligibility.

2. Separation of parents. |If the parents of an applicant are living
apart, the incone of the applicant shall be based upon the incone of
that parent with whomthe applicant is living; or who exercises custody
if the applicant is a minor, or would exercise custody if the applicant
were a mnor, and any appropriate paynments for the support of the appli-
cant fromthe other parent.

3. Exclusion of parental incone in the deternmination of the anpunt of
an award. a. In deternmning the amobunt of an award for students, the
incone of the parents shall be excluded if the student has been emanci -
pated fromhis or her parents.

b. A student shall be considered enancipated if:
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(i) The applicant is a student who was married on or before Decenber
thirty-first of the calendar year prior to the beginning of the acadenic
vear for which application is nmade or is an undergraduate student who
has reached the age of twenty-two on or before June thirtieth prior to
the academic vyear for which application is made and who. during the
cal endar year next preceding the senester, quarter or term of attendance
for which application is nmade and at all tinmes subsequent thereto up to
and including the entire period for which application is nade:

(A) has not resided and will not reside with his or her parents for
nore than six weeks:; and

(B) has not and will not receive financial assistance or support val ue
in excess of seven hundred fifty dollars fromhis or her parents; and

(C) has not and will not be clained as a dependent by either parent
for purposes of either federal or state incone tax; or

(ii) The applicant has reached the age of thirty-five on or before
June thirtieth prior to the acadenic year for which application is nade;
or

(iii) The applicant was enlisted in full-tinme active mlitary service
in the arned forces of the United States and has been honorably
di scharged from such service, provided. however, that the applicant has

not and will not be clained as a dependent by either parent for purposes
of either federal or state incone tax.
c. In meking a determnation of where a student resides for the
ur poses of clause (A of subparagraph (i) of paragraph b of this subdi -
vision, the president may consider such criteria as he or she deens
appropriate. Residence by the student in an apartnent, building, or

other prenises owned by a parent shall be considered residence with that
parent, for the purposes of this section, even if the student makes
paynent therefor in the formor rent or other considerations.

d. In making a deternm nation of whether a student has been clai ned by
a parent as a dependent for purposes of ether federal or state incone
tax, the president may require the student to submit a copy of that
portion of the parent's federal incone tax return which includes the
parent's signature and the list of clained dependents.

4. Relingquishing of parental control. In determining the anbunt of an
award, the president may, in cases of wunusual and exceptional famly
circunstances warranting such action., recognize an existing condition
wherein parental control has in effect been relinquished by the parents
or others responsible for the applicant, and notwi thstanding the
provi sions of subdivision three of this section, the applicant has in
effect been emancipated. The criteria used in determ ning these cases of
unusual and exceptional famly circunstances shall be established by the
president with the approval of the board of trustees and the director of
the division of the budget.

5. Incone tax return not filed or not including incone outside New
York state. If a person required to report incone to the corporation did
not file an appropriate New York state inconme tax return, or if the
return did not include incone outside New York state, such person shal
report to the corporation what his or her incone would have been had his
or her total inconme been subject to New York state incone tax and had
such incone tax return been filed.

6. Statenent of incone. An applicant, the applicant's spouse, and the
applicant's parents, if their inconme is included in "incone" for
pur poses of this article, shall file annually with the corporation, in a
manner prescribed by the president, a statenent of their incone, signed

and affirmed as true under penalties of perjury.
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7. Verification of financial report. The state tax commission shall,
upon request by the president, conpare any statenent filed with the
corporation pursuant to this article or any information derived there-
from with the state incone tax returns filed by the persons maki ng such
statenent and shall report any discrepancies to the president.

8. Confidentiality of financial reports. Al statenents filed with the
corporation and all reports nmade by the state tax comm ssion pursuant to
this section shall be deened confidential.

8 640-c. Eligibility. The STEM coll ege affordability program shall be
available to those persons:

1. Who are: (i) a citizen of the United States; or (ii) an alien
lawfully adnmitted for pernmanent residence in the United States; or (iii)
an individual of a class of refugees paroled by the attorney general of
the United States under his or her parole authority pertaining to the
adm ssion of aliens to the United States;

2. Wiwo have been either: (i) a legal resident of the state for at
| east one year immediately preceding the beginning of the senester,
quarter or termof attendance for which application for the STEM coll ege
affordability programis nmade; or (ii) a legal resident of the state and
have been a legal resident during his or her last two senesters of high
school either prior to graduation, or prior to admssion to college.
Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of this article to the contrary, the
New York state residency eligibility requirenent for this programis
wai ved for a nenber, or the spouse or dependent of a nenber, of the
arned forces of the United States on full-tinme active-duty and stationed
inthis state;

3. Who have applied to such program and been accept ed;

4. \Who have graduated froma secondary school located within New York
state or have received a high school equivalency diploma from New York
st at e;

5. Who enroll in an approved programas defined in section six hundred
forty of this article at a participating conmunity college or partic-
ipating four-year college to conplete a bachelor's degree in an approved
progr am

6. Who remain in good acadenic standing; and

7. Wose incone as defined in section six hundred forty-b of this
article does not exceed two hundred thousand dollars or one hundred
fifty thousand dollars in cases where parental incone is excluded as
provided in section six hundred forty-b.

640-d. Duration. Students, who remain in good acadeni c standing and
continue to neet the eligibility requirenents of the STEM college
affordability program wll remain in said programfor not nore than
four acadenmic years of full-tine undergraduate study.

8 640-e. Cost of program Each student accepted into this programwl]l
be charged an anpunt of no nore than two thousand five hundred dollars

per acadenic vear. Included in this cost will be tuition, room and board
and a five hundred dollar per senester stipend for textbooks. The state
will provide the state university and the <city university wth the

remai ning cost to educate these students.

8 640-f. Financial aid. Those students who are awarded an acadenic
schol arship from hi gher education services will see a reduction in their
cost of the programby an ampbunt equal to their award. Any additional
financial aid, including fromthe tuition assistance program the anpunt
of the award will go to the school and will dimnish the state's share
of the student's cost of education.
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8 640-g. Notification. 1. The superintendent of schools or other chief

school officer of each public school district and the chief school offi-

cer of nonpublic secondary schools shall take steps to inform students

and parents about the STEMcollege affordability program The higher

education services corporation, in cooperation with the conm ssioner

shall assist such efforts by nmeking available to school districts,

nonpublic secondary schools and students information relating to such
progranms and aid. In addition, the commi ssioner, in cooperation with the
president and school officials shall also provide such other information
as is appropriate to encourage students to conplete high school and to
assi st students in preparing to attend coll ege.

2. A report detailing the nunber of students in the programenrolled
in each program of study and the nunber of students participating at
each institution shall be generated by the participating community
college or four-year college and subnitted to the division of the budget
with a copy provided to each house of the legislature and the governor.

8§ 4. Subparagraph 4 of paragraph h of subdivision 2 of section 355 of
the education law is anended by adding a new clause (vii) to read as
foll ows:

(vii) Commencing with the two thousand twenty--two thousand twenty-one
acadeni ¢ year and ending in the two thousand twenty-four--two thousand
twenty-five academc vyear the state university of New York board of
trustees shall be enpowered to adninister a program in which students
pay two thousand five hundred dollars per year for four years of educa-
tion as established pursuant to article thirteen-C of this title.
Participation in such program wll be awarded solely on nerit. The
remai nder _of the cost of this programwill be paid for by the state

8 5. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 7 of section 6206 of the education
| aw i s anended by addi ng a new subparagraph (vi) to read as follows:

(vi) Commencing with the two thousand twenty--two thousand twenty-one
acadeni ¢ year and ending in the two thousand twenty-four--two thousand
twenty-five academic year the city university of New York board of trus-
tees shall be enpowered to administer a programin which students pay
two thousand five hundred dollars per year for four yvears of education
as established pursuant to article thirteen-C of this title. Partic-
ipation in such programwll be awarded solely on nerit. The renmninder
of the cost of this programw |l be paid for by the state.

8§ 6. This act shall take effect inmrediately; provided that the anend-
nments to subparagraph 4 of paragraph h of subdivision 2 of section 355
of the education | aw nade by section four of this act and paragraph (a)
of subdivision 7 of section 6206 of the education |aw nade by section
five of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of
such provisions and shall expire and be deened repeal ed therewth.




