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Health -- advanced to a third reading, passed by Assenbly and deliv-

ered to the Senate, recalled fromthe Senate, vote reconsidered, bil
anended, ordered reprinted, retaining its place on the order of third
readi ng

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to offering plant-
based food options in hospitals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
2827 to read as foll ows:

8§ 2827. Plant-based food options. 1. Upon request by a patient or the
patient's |lawful representative in a hospital providing inpatient or
residential care, the hospital shall offer the patient a plant-based
food option as an alternative to every neal or snack offered in food
service to the patient. Al the hospital's witten material describing
food offerings shall include the availability of a plant-based food
option. The plant-based food option shall be offered at no additional
cost to the patient beyond what would be charged for a conparable non-
pl ant - based food option.

2. The hospital shall respond in a reasonable manner and tine to any
request nmade under this section. The request shall be effective for
every hospital nmeal or snack in which the patient is reasonably expected
to participate. This section does not preclude the offering of plant-
based food options to patients who have not requested it, and does not
preclude an individual who has requested a plant-based food option from
sel ecting a non-plant-based food option.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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3. As used in this section:

(a) "Plant-based food option" neans a food or beverage that is free of
animal  products and that has nutritional value conparable to the non-
pl ant - based food option that it repl aces.

(b) "Animal product" neans neat. poultry, seafood, dairy, eggs. honey,
and any derivative thereof.

4. This section shall not apply to patient nutritional support
products including, but not Ilimted to, infant formulas, nutritiona
nodul ars, oral nutritional supplenents, enteral nutrition fornmulas, and
parenteral or intravenous nutrition, prescribed or ordered by a health
care professional, licensed, certified or otherw se authorized to prac-
tice under title eight of the education law, acting within the profes-
sional's lawful scope of practice. However, where a request is nmde
under subdi vision one of this section, and a health care professional is
considering prescribing or ordering a patient nutritional support prod-
uct under this subdivision, the health care professional shall consider
and advise the requester whether a nedically suitable plant-based food
option is reasonably avail abl e.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmediately, the conm ssioner of health may nake regu-
| ati ons and take other actions reasonably necessary to inmplenent this
act on that date.




