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AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to requiring counties to
mai ntain a confidential registry of people of all ages with disabili-
ties for evacuation and sheltering during disasters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 23-a of the executive |law, as added by chapter 658
of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 23-a. [Gounty] Confidential county registry of |[disabled—persons]
people of all ages with disabilities, as that termis defined in subdi-
vision twenty-one of section two hundred ninety-two of this chapter;
noti ce. 1. In each county having a |ocal [édisaster—preparedness]
conpr ehensi ve energency nmanagenent plan pursuant to section twenty-three
of this article, in order to neet the special needs of persons of al
ages with disabilities who woul d need assi stance during evacuations and
shel tering because of physical or mental [handicaps] disabilities, it
[ F=s—+ecommended] shall be required that each chief executive maintain a
confidential registry of [éisabled—persons] people of all ages wth
disabilities located wthin the county. People of all ages with disa-
bilities shall be given the option to be included in the registry. The
[ ~egistration] registry shall identify those persons in need of assist-
ance and plan for resource allocation to neet those identified needs.
To assist the chief executive in identifying such persons, the county
department of health, [e+] and the county departnent of social services,
the county departnent of nental health, such other county departnment or
agency as designated by the chief executive, shall provide [wveluniary]
information about the registry and the registration [iferaiion] proc-
ess to all of its [special—needs—clents] consuners of all ages with

disabilities and to all incomng [elents] consuners as part of the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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intake process. The registry shall be updated annually. The registra-
tion program shall give [édisabled—persens] such people of all ages with
disabilities the option of pre-authorizing energency response personne
to enter their hones during search and rescue operations if necessary to
assure their safety and wel fare during di sasters.

2. Upon the establishnment of a [weluntary] confidential registry of
[ di-sabled—persons] people of all ages with disabilities as provided in
subdivision one of this section, the chief executive shall make such
registry available to the appropriate county, state and federal agencies
for their use in delivering services in the event of a local or state
disaster. The chief executive shall, upon [the] request [ef—the—state
epprgenrcy—ranagereht—office], provide such registry information to
[sweh] the state energency managenent office, provided that the confi-
dentiality of such information is preserved. The chief executive nmay,
at his or her discretion, use the registry information for |ocal disas-
ter preparedness [en] in coordination with other political subdivi-
sions of the state, provided that the confidentiality of such inform-
tion is preserved.

3. Upon the establishnent of a [welunrtary] confidential registry of
[ disabled—persons] people of all ages with disabilities as provided in
subdi vi sion one of this section, [atteast—sem—annually—-] each chief

executive shall annually cause to be published in a newspaper of genera
circulation within the county a notice of the availability of the
[ woluntary] registration programand each chief executive shall, in his
or her discretion, also provide information about the registry and the
registration process to other forns of nmedia, and shall further ensure

that information about the registry and the registration process is
available on the website of such county.

4. Al records, data, information, correspondence and communications
relating to the registration of [disabledpersons] people of all ages
with disabilities as provided in subdivision one of this section are
confidential, except that such information shall be avail able to other
county chief executives for local disaster preparedness only as the
chi ef executive of the county maintaining such registry deens necessary.
Provi ded, however, the individual file of a person having registered
with the confidential registry of [édisabled—persons] people of all ages
with disabilities shall be nade available to that person upon request.

5. Al comunity-based services providers, including home health care
provi ders, shall assist the chief executive by collecting confidential
registration information for people |[with—special—needs] of all ages
with disabilities who choose to provide such information as part of
program intake processes, establishing prograns to increase the aware-
ness of the registration process, and educating [eH-ents] consuners
about the procedures that may be necessary for their safety during
di sasters.

6. A county shall not be liable for any clai mbased upon the reason-
abl e good faith exercise or performance or the reasonable, good faith
failure to exercise or performa function or duty on the part of any
of ficer or enployee in carrying out a |ocal disaster preparedness plan.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




