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        AN  ACT  to amend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to genet-
          ically modified crops

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1.  The agriculture and markets law is amended by adding a new
     2  article 26-C to read as follows:
     3                                ARTICLE 26-C
     4                         GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS

     5  Section 420. Legislative findings.
     6          421. Definitions.
     7          422. Planting of crops.
     8          423. Marketing plan.
     9    §  420.  Legislative  findings. The legislature finds that genetically
    10  modified crops pose risks of unknown dimension to human health  and  the
    11  environment, and that dramatic increases in the planting and consumption
    12  of  such  crops over the past several years have far outpaced our under-
    13  standing of their immediate and long-term effects. Furthermore,  because
    14  the  exchange of genetic material between genetically modified crops and
    15  conventional crops, wild plants, and organisms is known to occur, genet-
    16  ically modified material and any adverse characteristics it  confers  or
    17  promotes  can  be  irrevocably dispersed into the wider environment. The
    18  list of potential hazards of concern includes but is not limited to: the
    19  development of insect and weed resistance to pesticides; injury or death
    20  of non-target species; crop  loss  from  seeds  that  do  not  yield  as
    21  expected  or  that  produce  crops  with unexpected characteristics; and
    22  allergenicity, toxicity, or decreased nutritional value  of  genetically
    23  modified  crops.  The legislature further finds that foods produced from

         EXPLANATION--Matter in  (underscored) is new; matter in bracketsitalics
                              [ ] is old law to be omitted. 
                                                                   LBD04528-01-9



        A. 390                              2

     1  genetically modified crops are increasingly being rejected by  distribu-
     2  tors,  processors,  retailers  and  consumers alike in both domestic and
     3  international markets. The growth of genetically modified crops  in  New
     4  York  state  thus  places  all state farmers at risk in the marketplace.
     5  Those who intentionally plant genetically modified crops  and  knowingly
     6  accept  the  marketplace risk also place at risk those who plant conven-
     7  tional crops, which can be unintentionally contaminated  by  genetically
     8  modified  crops. A moratorium on the planting and growing of genetically
     9  modified crops in New York state will enhance the value and protect  the
    10  reputation  of  New  York  state's  agricultural  products, conferring a
    11  significant marketing advantage while preserving the state's  ecological
    12  health.  For  these reasons, the legislature establishes a moratorium on
    13  the planting and growing of  genetically  modified  crops  in  New  York
    14  state.
    15    §  421.  Definitions.  As  used  in this article "genetically modified
    16  crops" shall mean crops produced  from  plant  varieties  created  using
    17  techniques  that  alter  the molecular or cell biology of an organism by
    18  means that are not  possible  under  natural  conditions  or  processes.
    19  Genetic  modification shall include recombinant DNA, cell fusion, micro-
    20  and macro-encapsulation, gene deletion and doubling, introduction  of  a
    21  foreign  gene,  and gene repositioning. It shall not include crop breed-
    22  ing, conjugation, fermentation, hybridization, and tissue culture.
    23    § 422. Planting of crops. No genetically modified crops may be planted
    24  or grown in the state for a period of five  years  after  the  effective
    25  date of this article. This section shall not apply to planting and grow-
    26  ing  genetically  modified  crops  solely  for the purpose of conducting
    27  research and not for sale, use or consumption by the public. Growing and
    28  planting of genetically modified crops for research purposes shall be in
    29  an enclosed facility or on an outdoor plot of land not  more  than  five
    30  acres  at  least six hundred sixty feet from any other plot used for the
    31  planting and growing of crops. No one location shall exceed  a  combined
    32  total of ten acres of land for planting and growing of genetically modi-
    33  fied crops.
    34    §  423.  Marketing plan. The department shall prepare a marketing plan
    35  that uses the moratorium as a promotional tool for New York state  agri-
    36  cultural products.
    37    §  2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
    38  ing the date on which it shall have become a law.


