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Introduced by M of A PAULIN, GOTTFRI ED, GALEF, JAFFEE, L. ROSENTHAL,
COOK, SEAVWRI GHT, ARROYO BLAKE, DI CKENS, PICHARDO, THI ELE, NM:DONOUGH,
SOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Comrittee on Health --
comm ttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and
recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to professional
certification of doulas

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health Iaw is anmended by addi ng a new section
2509 to read as foll ows:

8 2509. Certified doulas. 1. Definitions. As used in this section

(a) "Certified doula" neans an individual certified under this section
who provides certified doula services.

(b) "Certified doula services" neans continuous enotional and physica
support provided by a certified doula throughout |abor and birth, and
intermttently during the prenatal and postpartum peri ods.

2. Use of title. Only a person certified under this section shall be
authorized to use the title "certified doula".

3. Certificate. The conmi ssioner shall issue a certificate as a certi-
fied doula to an individual who applies for certification and who quali -
fies under subdivision four of this section.

4. Requirenents for a professional certification. To be certified
under this section, an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng require-
nents:

(a) Application: file an application with the departnent.

(b) Education: satisfactorily:

(i) conplete an educational program in accordance wth the conms-
sioner's reqgul ations; or
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(ii) submit evidence of certification, the educational preparation for
which is determined by the departnent to be equivalent to the foregoing
fromany state or country, satisfactory to the departnent and in accord-
ance with the conm ssioner's reqgul ations.

(c) Examination: pass an exanination satisfactory to the departnent
and in accordance with the conm ssioner's reqgul ations.

(d) Age: be at least eighteen years of age.

e) Character: be of good noral character as deternined by the depart-
nent .

(f) Fee: pay a fee of forty dollars to the departnent for consider-
ation of an application for certification.

5. Pr oceedi ngs and grounds for suspension or revocation. (a)
proceedi ngs against any certificate holder under this section shall be
commenced by filing with the departnent a witten charge or charges in
the formof a petition under oath against such certified doula. The
petition mnmay be filed by any person, corporation, association or public
officer, or by the departnent in the first instance.

(b) If the conmmi ssioner decides that the charges should be heard. the
conm ssioner shall appoint a hearing officer to hear and report on the
charges and shall set a tine and place for the hearing. A copy of the
charges, together with a notice of the tine and place of hearing. shal
be served on the accused at |east fifteen days before the date fixed for
the hearinag.

c) The respondent in all such cases brought under this section shal
at least five days before the return date of the petition containing the
charges, file with the departnent a verified answer, in duplicate, to
the allegations set forth in the petition. The respondent shall have the
opportunity at such hearing to appear either personally or by counsel
to cross-exanm ne witnesses and to produce evidence and witnesses in the
respondent's def ense.

(d) Upon the conclusion of the hearing, the hearing officer shall neke
a witten report of findings and conclusions and shall transmt them
together with a recommendation, to the conmissioner. If the comr ssioner
finds that the charges are not sustained, the conmmni ssioner shall order a
dismi ssal of the charges and an exoneration. If the comnissioner finds
that any of the charges are sustained., the conmmi ssioner shall, in the
conm ssioner's discretion, issue an order suspending, revoking or
annulling the certificate of the respondent. or set reasonable and
appropriate requirenents for the respondent's practice under the certif-
icate.

(e) Wiere a certificate has been revoked or annulled under this
section, the departnent nmay, after the expiration of two years, enter-
tain an application for restoration of the certificate.

(f) A respondent aggrieved by any action of the comm ssioner under
this section may commence a proceeding under article seventy-eight of
the civil practice law and rules in the suprene court, Albany county,
chal l engi ng that action.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the commissioner of health
shall rmake regulations and take other actions reasonably necessary to
i npl ement this act on such date.




