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        AN ACT to amend the judiciary law, in  relation  to  the  timeliness  of
          judicial decisions

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Article 2-A of the judiciary law is amended by adding a new
     2  section 49 to read as follows:
     3    § 49. Timely judicial decisions. 1. A judge shall render decisions  on
     4  motions and issue non-jury verdicts in a timely manner.
     5    2.  Timely is defined as being no later than nine months from the date
     6  the parties have fully submitted the matter for  the  judge's  consider-
     7  ation.
     8    3.  The  failure to make a timely decision shall be considered miscon-
     9  duct.  The clerk of the court shall refer any untimely decisions to  the
    10  commission for consideration of possible discipline of the judge.
    11    4.  A judge shall not interfere with the clerk's duty to transmit such
    12  information to the commission. Any such interference may subject a judge
    13  to removal from office.
    14    5. The commission shall remove from office any judge found  to  be  in
    15  violation of this section more than five times, and may issue such less-
    16  er penalties as it deems appropriate for less numerous violations.
    17    6.  A judge shall be removed from office for failure to render a deci-
    18  sion on a motion or a non-jury verdict within two years  from  the  date
    19  the  parties  have  fully submitted the matter for the judge's consider-
    20  ation.
    21    7. With respect to matters currently pending before a judge which have
    22  not been decided within the time limit set forth in subdivision  six  of
    23  this  section,  the judge shall have six months to render a timely deci-
    24  sion. If a decision is not rendered within such time, all penalties  set
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     1  forth  in  this statute shall apply, including the penalty prescribed in
     2  subdivision six of this section.
     3    8.  A  judge  may be excused from compliance for extraordinary circum-
     4  stances as such are determined by the commission or  when  a  judge  has
     5  requested  that  the  chief  administrative judge transfer the matter to
     6  another judge when he or she has a good faith basis for believing he  or
     7  she cannot decide the matter in a timely fashion.
     8    § 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2021.


