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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2019- 2020 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 28, 2019

Introduced by M of A DICKENS -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to tuberculosis
screeni ng, outreach and services and maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Title 2 of article 22 of the public health law is anended
by adding a new section 2220 to read as foll ows:

8 2220. Tuberculosis screening. outreach and services. 1. The depart-
nent shall establish a program or enhance existing prograns, for the
prevention, early diagnosis and treatnent of cases of tuberculosis in
areas of the state where the incidence of tuberculosis prevails at
epidenic levels. Such programshall provide a standardized |evel of care
for the systematic, routine and periodic exam hation of nen, wonen, and
children residing in such areas.

2. Any physician, health care professional, or health organi zati on who
di agnoses a case or probable case of tuberculosis shall nake a witten
report of such finding (i) to the parent or guardian of the affected
child or to the affected adult, as the case may be, and (ii) to the
local conmissioner of health or public health director and to the
conmmi ssioner. The |ocal comm ssioner of health or public health director
shall cause to be examined other fanmly and household nenbers of the
affected person every vear for three years or such other period of tine
as the conm ssioner shall deem advisable. The local conmmissioner of
health or public health director shall advise other famly and household
nenbers of the affected person of the seriousness of the disease, of the
need to take appropriate sanitary neasures, of the need to take al
prescribed nedication, of the neans of transm ssion of the disease, and
of other appropriate precautionary neasures.

3. The conmissioner, through local conmissioners of health and public
health directors, shall establish, in areas of epidemc, a conprehensive
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program _or expand existing progranms, for increased t uber cul osi s
outreach and screening, upgraded tuberculosis reqgistries, enhanced
follow up on tubercul osis case reports, increased contact investigation
with case managenent, and inproved follow up on continued tuberculosis
treatment for positive cases, including preventive nedication and regu-
|l ar screening for high risk cases.

4. The conmmissioner, and local conm ssioners of health and public
health directors shall develop and inplenent, or enhance and further
inplenent, in areas of epidemic, a programfor the disbursenent of
grants to facilities subject to article twenty-eight of this chapter,
local and state correctional facilities, and other appropriate communi -
ty-based organizations, including reproductive health clinics and
services, for the purposes of providing the services set forth in subdi-
vision three of this section.

5. The conmi ssioner may pronul gate such rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

§ 2. The sumof eight mllion dollars ($8,000,000), or so nuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of health
from any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the credit
of the local assistance account not otherw se appropriated for the
purposes of making grants provided for by the provisions of this act.
Such sum shal|l be payable on the audit and warrant of the state conp-
troller on vouchers certified or approved by the commi ssioner of health,
or his duly designated representative in the manner provided by | aw. No
expenditure shall be nmade fromthis appropriation until a certificate of
approval of availability shall have been issued by the director of the
budget and filed wth the state conptroller and a copy filed with the
chai rman of the senate finance conmttee and the chairman of the assem
bly ways and neans committee. Such certificate may be amended fromtine
to time by the director of the budget and a copy of each such anendnent
shall be filed with the state conptroller, the chairman of the senate
finance conmittee and the chairman of the assenbly ways and neans
comi ttee.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




