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        AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to  expanding  the  defi-
          nition  of  massage  therapy  to  include other related services   and
          requiring the licensee of a massage therapy location be on  the  prem-
          ises at all times during business hours

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Section 7802 of the education law, as  amended  by  chapter
     2  230 of the laws of 1997, is amended to read as follows:
     3    §  7802.  Practice  of  massage  therapy  and  use of title "masseur",
     4  "masseuse" or "massage therapist" or  the  term  "massage"  or  "massage
     5  therapy".  Only a person licensed or authorized pursuant to this chap-1.
     6  ter shall practice massage therapy and only a person licensed under this
     7  article  shall  use  the  title "masseur", "masseuse" or "massage thera-
     8  pist". No person,  firm,  partnership  or  corporation  claiming  to  be
     9  engaged  in  the  practice  of  massage  or massage therapy shall in any
    10  manner describe, advertise, or place any advertisement for  services  as
    11  defined in section seventy-eight hundred one of this article unless such
    12  services  are  performed  by a person licensed or authorized pursuant to
    13  this chapter.
    14    2. The licensee of a massage therapy location shall be on the premises
    15  at all times during business hours and only a person licensed or author-
    16  ized to practice massage therapy, body massage or  massage  pursuant  to
    17  this chapter shall conduct any form of physical touching of customers.
    18    §  2.  Section 7801 of the education law, as amended by chapter 230 of
    19  the laws of 1997, is amended to read as follows:
    20    § 7801. Definition of practice of massage therapy. The practice of the
    21  profession of massage therapy is  defined  as  engaging  in  applying  a
    22  scientific  system  of  activity  to the muscular structure of the human
    23  body by means of stroking, kneading,  tapping  and  vibrating  with  the
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     1  hands  or  vibrators for the purpose of improving muscle tone and circu-
     2  lation. For the purposes of this article the following  practices  shall
     3  constitute  the  practice  of massage or massage therapy and may only be
     4  performed  by  a person licensed pursuant to this chapter: table shower,
     5  hot towel massage, shiatsu/deep tissue massage, oil massage, body  slide
     6  and body rub.
     7    § 3. This act shall take effect immediately.


