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January 22, 2019

Introduced by M of A CROUCH, ASHBY, BRABENEC, HAWL.EY, KOLB, LAWRENCE
MALLI OTAKIS, M L. MLLER NORRI'S, PALMESANO, RA, WALSH -- read once
and referred to the Committee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to enacting the bil
of rights of persons with devel opmental disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is anended by adding a new section
33.01-a to read as foll ows:

8 33.01-a Bill of rights for persons with devel opnental disabilities.

The rights of persons wth developnental disabilities set forth in
this section are declared the public policy of the state:

(a) The right to be treated at all tinmes with courtesy and respect and
with full recognition of their dignity and individuality;

(b) The right to an appropriate, safe, and sanitary living environnent
that conplies with local, state, and federal standards and recognizes
the persons' need for privacy and independence;

(c) The right to food adequate to neet accepted standards of nutri-
tion;

(d) The right to practice the religion of their choice or to abstain
fromthe practice of religion

(e) The right of tinmely access to appropriate nedical or dental treat-
nent ;

(f) The right of access to necessary ancillary services, including,
but not limted to, occupational therapy, physical therapy. speech ther-
apy, and behavior nodification and other psychol ogi cal services;

(g) The right to receive appropriate care and treatnment in the |east
intrusive manner

(h) The right to privacy, including both periods of privacy and pl aces

of privacy;
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(i) The right to communicate freely with persons of their choice in
any reasonabl e manner they choose;

(J) The right to ownership and use of personal possessions so as to
maintain individuality and personal dignity;

(k) The right of access to opportunities that enable individuals to
develop their full hunman potential;

(1) The right to pursue vocational opportunities that will pronote and
enhance econom c i ndependence;

(m The right to be treated equally as citizens under the | aw

(n) The right to be free fromenotional., psychological, and physica
abuse;

(0) The right to participate in appropriate progranms of education
training, social developnent, and habilitation and in prograns of
reasonabl e recreation

(p) The right to participate in decisions that affect their lives
including but not limted to housing choices and working environnent;

(q) The right to select a parent or advocate to act on their behal f;

(r) The right to nmnage their personal financial affairs, based on
individual ability to do so

(s) The right to confidential treatnent of all information in their
personal and nedical records, except to the extent that disclosure or
rel ease of records is permtted:;

(t) The right to voice grievances and recomend changes in policies
and services without restraint, interference, coercion, discrimnation,
or reprisal

(u) The right to be free from unnecessary chenmical or physica
restraints;

(v) The right to participate in the political process; and

(w) The right to refuse to participate in nedical. psychological, or
other research or experinents.

§ 2. Nothing in this bill of rights and privileges shall Ilimt any
other right or privilege under law. If any residential facility or non-
residential service provider fails to afford these rights and privi-
| eges, assistance my be sought from the facility, provider or the
of fice for people with devel opmental disabilities.

8 3. The conmi ssioner of the office for people wth devel opnental
disabilities shall

(a) Post a copy of the bill of rights on the office's website;
(b) Makes copies of the bill of rights in English, Arabic, French,
G eek, Haitian/Creole, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Polish, Spanish

and any ot her |anguage deened necessary;

(c) Establish a public education program designed to dissemnate
i nformation regarding inplenentation of this section;

(d) Include specific information detailing the effort of the conm s-
sioner of the office for people wth developnental disabilities to
effectuate this act in the statew de conprehensive plan required pursu-
ant to section 5.07 of the nental hygiene |aw, and

(e) Adopt all rules and regulations necessary to effectuate this
secti on.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.



